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Can you 
help?
We need teams of fit, 
enthusiastic people 
to help maintain 
our land areas and 
with the setting up 
and taking down 
of Lé Viaër Marchi 
each year. These 
are great Corporate 
Social Responsibility 
opportunities.
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Two Floors of Fashion Exhibitions
1980’s fashion covering television stars,  
public figures and Royal fashions of the time. 
Expect a glitter ball and more.

‘Pockets to handbags’ – an historic and 
exquisite display of pockets, purses, handbags 
and luggage should not be missed. Rare.

Costume Previews...

1980s and Pockets, Purses and Handbags
Mon 4 Apr 5pm – 7pm 
(Museum opens to public Tue 5 Apr)

Art and Photographic Exhibitions 
Art and photographic exhibitions throughout 
the year.

Art Previews...

‘Landscape’ – Chris Griffiths
Mon 4 Apr 5pm – 7pm
We are thrilled to welcome local artist  
Chris Griffiths and his vibrant work at the 
opening exhibition for Art at The Park 2022.  
If you love colour and clarity, this exhibition  
is eye-popping candy. 

‘Guernsey Pub Crawl’ –  
Lou Le Pelley and Michelle Schofield
Mon 16 May 5pm – 7pm
Character, colour and vibrancy feature through 
all pieces and this is sure to be an entertaining 
exhibition for Islanders and visitors alike.  
Time to visit a favourite watering hole,  
inspired by an exhibition?

Ellie Atkinson
Mon 27 Jun 5pm – 7pm
Ellie’s work enjoys a passionate following. 
Layered cut-outs, vibrant colours and 
enormous attention to detail combine to 
create a mesmerising 3D effect. Through her 
work, Ellie gifts her bionic eye for detail with 
one-off works of art, emanating happiness  
and joy. Welcome Ellie!

‘A Moment in Time 2020-2022’ – 
Photographic Exhibition
Fri 5 Aug 5pm – 7pm
During the last couple of years there have been 
certainly been some unforgettable moments, 
hopefully captured on camera. We invite 
Guernsey-based amateur and professional 
photographers to submit images for ‘A Moment 
in Time 2020-2022’ for the Photographic Art  
at The Park Summer 2022 Exhibition. 

Gill Harrison
Mon 5 Sep 5pm – 7pm
Guernsey’s unique light, sea and landscapes 
are captured by Gill Harrison. Her gripping 
ability to portray a moment of sky, the place of 
the land and movement of the sea, takes the 
viewer back to a memorable moment, superbly 
crafted beyond words. Event link coming soon.

Christmas Open Art Exhibition
Wed 9 Nov 5pm – 7pm
Showcasing Island creative talent through  
the Christmas period until the close of  
season on 21 December. One-off pieces  
to buy. Textiles, art and surprises. Event link 
coming soon.

Member Events
The Folk and Costume Museum: The heart  
of art, fashion and social history in Guernsey

For all the latest updates on our events and exhibitions visit www.nationaltrust.gg
The Museum is access-friendly for all ages.

https://nationaltrust.gg/galleries/living-material-world-1980s-costumes-2022
https://nationaltrust.gg/galleries/costumes-2022-pockets-handbags
https://nationaltrust.gg/news/article/art-park-chris-griffiths
https://nationaltrust.gg/news/article/art-park-michelle-schofield-lou-le-pelley
https://nationaltrust.gg/news/article/eleanor-daisy-atkinson
https://nationaltrust.gg/news/article/moment-time-2020-2022
https://nationaltrust.gg/news/article/moment-time-2020-2022
https://nationaltrust.gg/
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Dear Members,

Sadly, this will be my last Newsletter contribution after six years 
as your Trust President. The Trust rules require me to stand down 
at our September Annual General Meeting, and in doing so I can 
honestly say that I have enjoyed my two terms immensely.

Being President of the Trust has been 

a rewarding, interesting, and fulfilling 

position to hold, but the pleasure of the 

role comes from working with like-minded 

volunteers, and from continuing the 

valuable work that the Trust has been 

doing for just over sixty years.

The Trust continues to fulfil a valuable and 

essential role in Island life by protecting 

and restoring important Heritage Buildings, 

and by maintaining and protecting large 

areas of land, all of which are available for 

public use.

Bequests, Donations, and Volunteers

I cannot thank enough the many generous 

people who have supported the Trust and 

its aims over the years, as without them, 

the National Trust of Guernsey could not 

continue its valuable work.

Over the years many people have 

volunteered their time willingly, others 

have generously bequeathed Property, 

Land, and items of historical interest. 

Financial donations have of course been 

particularly important, as without funds 

we could not restore and maintain the 

Heritage properties that we own.

In my view, the Founding Purpose and 

Aims of the National Trust of Guernsey 

are just as valid today as they were when 

the Trust was founded in 1960. The Aims 

of the Trust are “to preserve and enhance 

the Islands heritage and its natural beauty, 

including its historic buildings, open 

spaces, and plant and animal life.”

I am proud to say that over the past 

six years much has been achieved. I 

have been most fortunate in having a 

brilliant and committed team of Council 

Members and staff. Without their support 

and contribution, we could never have 

achieved the completion of some quite 

demanding projects.

President's Welcome

https://nationaltrust.gg/
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I will take a quick skip through  
the highlights:

Les Caches Farm: was finally completed 

and has opened as a fully functioning 

event venue location. The property is 

operating successfully and hosts Wedding 

Blessings, Recitals, Dinners, Birthday 

Parties and many other things.

Fermain Tower: has been a resounding 

success. This project was a major 

undertaking for us. The Tower has been 

fully restored and turned into a unique 

holiday let which is loved by everyone. The 

Tower is almost fully let throughout the 

year and has been a great success.

The Folk & Costume Museum: has been 

revitalised. We have expanded the Shop 

area, moved the Manager’s office, and 

reconfigured part of the display areas of 

the Museum creating an event space for 

other uses.

The Victorian Parlour: has been 

rejuvenated under new management, and 

the Costume storage has been relocated 

to that site.

Church House, St Sampson’s: after  

many false starts, we have finally 

completed the restoration of Church 

House, St Sampson’s. This project was 

another major undertaking, but it has 

been well worthwhile. The finished article 

is wonderful. The house is now occupied, 

but work continues on the old Mowlem 

forge building where we will be creating 

an Interpretation Centre which will explain 

the importance of the Granite Industry 

to Guernsey during the 19th and 20th 

centuries. My grateful thanks go to  

Ronez Ltd for their financial support.

Environmental work: a number of land 

parcels have been generously bequeathed 

to us over the past few years. These lands 

are all managed by the Trust and are freely 

available to the public for their use.

Crève Coeur, Vale: after many years of 

discussion with the States of Guernsey we 

have now concluded Heads of Agreement 

covering ownership areas, boundary 

positions, site access for maintenance 

needs, and long-term liability issues 

attached to this ex-landfill site. We 

intend to turn Crève Coeur into a publicly 

accessible area of land which has been 

ecologically and environmentally improved 

in such a way as to improve the habitat for 

all forms of plant, bird and wildlife. 

Other Land Areas

We have plans in hand to create an 

improved habitat for plant and wildlife 

on another large area of Trust land. This 

will of course be publicly accessible to all 

(watch this space).

President's Welcome Continued

https://nationaltrust.gg/
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It is plain to see that much has been 

achieved over the past six years despite 

the last two difficult years of Covid 

restrictions. Covid has had a significant 

impact on our finances and it has been 

a very demanding time for our staff and 

volunteers. My thanks go to all who have 

worked tirelessly and who are to be 

congratulated for somehow managing to 

keep the show on the road.

As we all know there is always much to do, 

but with your continued support the Trust 

will continue to fulfil its aims into the future.

In closing, I offer the National Trust of 

Guernsey continued success and my very 

best wishes for the future.

President's Welcome Continued

Trust Accountant
We are delighted to advise that Brehon Chartered Accountants 
have been appointed as the Trust’s new Accountant.

Brehon is a Guernsey based, 

independently owned firm of Chartered 

Accountants set up in 1995 by Sarah 

Hancock which supports individuals to 

medium sized businesses across many 

sectors including healthcare, professional 

services, farming estates, retail, tourism, 

hospitality and charities/not-for-profit 

organisations. Sarah and the Brehon Team 

are keen to assist the Trust and we look 

forward to a long and fruitful working 

relationship with them.

President

nationaltrust.gg

Retiring President Tony Spruce and 
Property Manager Jim Whitmore

https://brehon.co.uk/
https://nationaltrust.gg/
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We are thrilled to let you know 
that our Church House restoration 
project is now complete!

After many months of challenging and 

intensive building works at the “Triangle 

House,” the former empty shell of a building 

has now been transformed into a beautiful 

and stylish two-bedroom property.

As many of you will know, Church House 

was once the Southside yard of John 

Mowlem who was a renowned local 

quarrier and export merchant of Guernsey 

granite. Church House was built to the 

highest standard of cut Guernsey granite. 

The original front-facing wall of Church 

House was constructed by John Mowlem  

& Co to highlight their work. Quarrying 

was a major industry in Guernsey during 

the 19th Century. At one point, there were  

268 functioning quarries on the island.

The property is characterised by its 

wedged shape and unusual structure.  

It is assumed that the quirky shape of the 

building was an intentional style choice 

to allow for cart access to the stone yards 

which previously surrounded the building. 

There are some unique features such 

as the original hand-built stairs and the 

prominent cast iron gutters.

It has been such an exciting journey to 

see Church House transformed into this 

fine residential property, standing proud 

opposite St. Sampson’s Church. It has also 

been a joy to choose the interior finishes, 

kitchen outfit and colour schemes. I am 

sure we will have no difficulty in finding a 

tenant for the property.

Works to the Interpretation Centre, in 

what will be named Mowlem’s Yard, are 

still underway. We intend to convert the 

old forge on the site into a small Museum, 

detailing the history of the granite industry. 

We hope the Museum will be open for 

everyone to enjoy before the end of 2022.

We are looking forward to a busy event 

season at Les Caches Farm. Enquiries 

have been coming in at a phenomenal rate 

over the past few months and our diary 

is filling up. We have a record number of 

Estate Management

Some Council Members and Jemma at 
the press preview for Church House

https://nationaltrust.gg/
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wedding blessings taking place at Les 

Caches Farm this year. Les Caches Farm 

is such a special and unique event venue. 

We are delighted that so many people are 

enjoying the space and making special 

memories there.

Les Caches Farm will re-open for the 

public to enjoy between Thursday 5th 

May and Thursday 22nd September 2022. 

We will be open from Wednesdays to 

Sundays this season, between 10.30am 

and 12.30pm. The only exception will be 

when a private event is taking place at 

the premises. Please keep an eye on our 

website for up-to-date information on 

when private events will be happening.

We had a successful year at the Fermain 

Tower in 2021 with an outstanding number 

of bookings and the most wonderful 

feedback from our staying guests. If you 

have not yet had the opportunity to stay 

in our unique Martello Tower for a getaway 

like no other, be sure to book through our 

wonderful reservation agents, La Barbarie 

Hotel. Escape the chaos of everyday life 

and relax and unwind in the most tranquil of 

settings. Peace, calm, and serenity are the 

order of the day when you stay at the bay.

Planning has already started for our Viaër 

Marchi 2022 which will take place on 

Monday 4th July. We are excited to be 

hosting our annual event in the Park once 

again this year having had to cancel the 

event due to Covid 19 in 2020 and then 

hosting a smaller but highly successful 

event – “Lé Petit Viaër Marchi” in the 

courtyard of our Folk and Costume 

Museum in 2021, once again due to the 

repercussions of the pandemic.

Not only will our annual event stand loud 

and proud in its original event location this 

year, but we will also be celebrating the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee year. We will be 

inviting stallholders to adorn their stands 

with patriotic decorations and flags should 

they so wish, to commemorate this special 

year. We hope you will be able to join us 

to celebrate the return of our ever-popular 

Old Guernsey Market in beautiful Saumarez 

Park and wave a flag or two in the process.

À la perchoine!

By Jemma Charlotte Field,  

Estate Manager and Coordinator 

M: +44 (0)7781 106461  

E: emc@nationaltrust.gg

Church House before ... Fully equipped kitchen... and after restoration

https://nationaltrust.gg/
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My personal rabbit-hole moment began 

during the renovation of Church House, 

which as we know started life originally 

as the South Side Office of Mowlem & 

Co. It was over this period that incidental 

personal connections began to link 

together, starting with a passing interest  

in the ‘John Mowlem’, a boat built in 1841 

and launched, according to Mr Mowlem’s 

diary, in 1842 from the North Side boatyard 

of J. Sauvary & Son.

Mr Mowlem describes the boat as a 

‘’beautiful schooner, an excellent sea 

boat and in a breeze not one boat in five 

hundred would beat her’’. High praise for 

the skills of the boatbuilder.

Unfortunately, and despite these highly 

desirable seakeeping abilities, the boat was 

lost on the Cosy Sands in the North Sea 

on New Year’s Day 1846, but personally, 

the interesting fact arising from this is that 

the boatbuilder, Jean Sauvary, was the 2nd 

great-grandfather of my wife Sue.

Two generations later, the name Sauvary 

appears again in connection with 

Church House, as great-uncle Jack of 

the boatbuilding family, was serving as 

Churchwarden at St. Sampson’s Church,  

a role he undertook diligently for  

almost thirty years.

Jack was also a builder, carpenter, 

undertaker and St. Sampson’s Douzenier 

and, later, the author of Diary of the 

Occupation of Guernsey. His workshop 

was mere feet away from the rear of 

Church House and as a Churchwarden and 

with his trade abilities, it is most likely that 

he had a direct hand in the maintenance 

and repair of the Church property. During 

the recent renovation work, I looked for 

evidence of any work that he may have 

done, particularly on the windows as, quite 

often, carpenters will discreetly add their 

name and the date of any repairs when 

replacing sash cords, but nothing of the 

sort revealed itself. In his diary, he does 

mention regularly being busy with roof 

repairs in the area following gales, so we 

know he was very much active in the area.

The only item of possible connection is 

a replacement upper sash in the main 

bedroom, which is very obviously a 

replacement due to its less than elegant 

square-sectioned sash bars being very  

out of place compared to the slender 

profile of the originals.

Property
The Quarryman. His Boat.  
Trust Vice President Sara Lampitt often describes herself 
‘disappearing down rabbit holes’ when working on her  
various Trust projects. It is a distraction that occurs when  
the original objective is side-tracked by some other interesting  
link or association with the job in hand.

https://nationaltrust.gg/
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An Occupation period ‘make do’ repair?  

I like to think so!

A further yard down the rabbit hole of 

Church House connections reveals that 

Jack Sauvary’s right-hand man was 

Gerald Martel. Mr Martel took over Jack’s 

undertaking business after Jack’s death in 

April 1945, shortly before Liberation.

Gerald was married to Laura Falla in 1936 

and it was Laura’s sister Joan Stewart 

who was the last tenant of Church House, 

having served as Church caretaker from 

1950 until her retirement in 1992 at the 

age of 78. Mrs Stewart’s son Peter said 

the old Guernsey copper in the scullery of 

Church House was in use by Mrs Stewart 

throughout her tenancy, the copper being 

filled from the hand-operated water pump 

in the scullery and heated from beneath by 

offcuts of the elm timber used for coffin 

making that Gerald occasionally delivered 

for the purpose.

Mrs Stewart remained at Church House, 

which I understand had always been a 

very cold and damp house, until 2007. 

She died, aged 95, at the Maison Maritaine 

Residential Home.

The final enduring link between the 

Sauvary boat builders, Mr Mowlem and 

his former South Side Office, and St 

Sampson’s Church is that Mary Sauvary, 

my late mother-in-law, and niece of 

Jack Sauvary, spent many hours at the 

Church as a volunteer, cleaning the brass 

candlesticks and ornamental brassware, 

but probably not the brass Eagle Lectern.

I was told by Mrs Stewart’s son Peter that 

the Lectern was his mother’s personal 

responsibility, and the outstretched wings 

of the Eagle would be diligently cleaned 

only by her, with an old toothbrush 

reserved specially for the purpose.

By Jim Whitmore, Property Manager

Joan Stewart  
Reproduced by permission of the Guernsey Press 

Photograph by John Brenton, July 1990

Mary Ayres (neé Sauvary) 
given in marriage by her uncle

The scullery water-pump 

https://nationaltrust.gg/
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Council approaches 2022 with optimism, and not just prompted  
by the news that Covid may be on the wane, welcome though 
that is. Rather, by the discussion agendas of the last few Council 
meetings. For the first time in recent years, Council matters have 
not been dominated by building projects and their complexities 
– all of which have reached a successful conclusion – but by 
considering the future direction of the Trust in environmental 
matters close to my heart.

Land usage, biodiversity, climate change 

and what more the Trust could and should 

do about these issues have moved to the 

top of the agenda. This beautiful island of 

ours has a finite land mass, its population 

is increasing and people quite rightly 

demand and are entitled to own their  

own homes. Developers seek to maximise 

their profits, meaning that more and  

more greenfield sites are being developed 

before brownfield sites are tackled.  

Barely a month goes by without numerous 

applications appearing in the press seeking 

to convert agricultural land into domestic 

curtilage or homeowners seeking to 

remove hedges to be replaced by fences  

to the detriment of our nesting birds.

At the same time as the Trust’s attention 

is turning increasingly to our environment, 

two wonderful and relevant pieces of 

Lands

Trust land at Jerbourg

https://nationaltrust.gg/
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good fortune have occurred. Firstly, we 

have become involved with HSBC who are 

making generous donations to the Trust 

for environmental projects. You may be 

aware of the work being done by National 

Trust Jersey to increase the quantity of 

hedgerows there. HSBC funds will kickstart 

a similar project here in Guernsey.

Marguerite Paul, our late, great, and 

sadly missed neighbour at Les Caches 

Farm made the point repeatedly, that the 

hawthorn trees bordering our site were 

“full of birds.” Our initial plan is to use 

the HSBC funds to add mixed boundary 

hedges of hawthorn, blackthorn and elder. 

This coupled with our policy of banning 

the use of herbicides and pesticides 

from our land will increase opportunities 

for more birds, small mammals, and all 

wildlife in the unadulterated pastures at 

Les Caches. Over the next few years, we 

will try to expand the hedgerow planting 

program to other suitable sites.

Secondly, we were successful in our 

application for funding from Guernsey 

Electricity which has allowed us to 

purchase a self-propelled power scythe.  

This will enable us to provide a measure  

of control over the incessant growth  

of brambles, gorse, and bracken on  

our clifftop sites. In turn, this will 

encourage the growth of indigenous 

wildflowers whose seeds, we hope,  

may be lying dormant under the surface, 

thereby promoting biodiversity, and 

increasing food sources for pollinators, 

to say nothing of creating beautiful and 

accessible sites for Members and visitors 

alike to visit and enjoy.

And so, we have the vision, the 

determination and now the funding.  

What we lack is workforce. This is a 

wonderful opportunity for members, youth 

groups or companies looking to carry 

out community service, to donate a few 

hours of their time to help clear sites and 

plant saplings to create hedgerows. On 

environmental matters, the Trust cannot 

fulfil its dreams without help, your help.

Please contact me directly.

By Mike Brown, Land Manager 

M: +44 (0)7781 128820  

E: lands@nationaltrust.gg

Land usage, biodiversity, 
climate change and what more 
the Trust could and should do 
about these issues have moved 
to the top of the agenda. 

Getting to know the power scythe 
kindly donated by Guernsey Electricity

https://nationaltrust.gg/
https://www.nationaltrust.je/project/hedge-planting-campaign/
https://www.nationaltrust.je/project/hedge-planting-campaign/
https://www.electricity.gg/about/sustainability/community-projects/power-to-the-people
https://www.electricity.gg/about/sustainability/community-projects/power-to-the-people
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After a successful 2021, we are busy preparing for 2022.  
By the time the Folk & Costume Museum opens on 5th April,  
I will have completed my first year in my role as Manager.

Last year saw a huge increase in the 

number of visitors to the Museum thanks 

to our decision to make admission free to 

all. The good news is that free entry to the 

Museum is coming back this year as well. 

Tours will be available, some led by myself 

by prior arrangement and others by the 

Guernsey Guild of Accredited Guides. The 

famous ‘Victorian Wash Day’ adventure 

always proves popular with school trips.

We are spending a lot of time researching 

and putting together information for a new 

Interpretation Centre neighbouring our 

newly renovated Church House property by 

St Sampson’s Parish Church. This will focus 

on the Guernsey quarrying industry, as 

the site was used as a stone yard for John 

Mowlem Company Ltd. When it opens – 

hopefully in a few months’ time – you will be 

able to read about the history of quarrying 

in Guernsey, the character of John Mowlem 

himself, and the effect the industry had on 

the social history of Guernsey.

The Folk &  
Costume Museum
At Saumarez Park since 1968

Certain areas of the Folk and 
Costume Museum are timeless 
– the Old Guernsey Kitchen

https://nationaltrust.gg/
https://nationaltrust.gg/places/folk-costume-museum
https://nationaltrust.gg/places/folk-costume-museum
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We look forward to welcoming back cruise 

ship tourists this year, which should make 

the Museum a hub of activity, together with 

Art at The Park, a rotation of art exhibitions 

in the new gallery next to the Museum 

Shop. Local artist Chris Griffiths opens with 

the first exhibition of the year on 5th April, 

followed by a total of five more exhibitions, 

including a Summer Exhibition for aspiring 

artists to be held throughout August. 

Glorious natural light, even on a dull day 

with simple white walls and a pleasing 

stone floor effortlessly create a natural 

environment for art display. A must-see if 

you haven’t already visited. 

After a busy period preparing for 2022, 

we are eager to share with you the fruits 

of our efforts which include two new 

costume exhibitions, details of which  

are covered by Caro in the following 

article. The 1980s ‘Living in a Material 

World’ exhibition certainly promises a  

fix of nostalgia, as will the traditional  

Guernsey Classic and Vintage Tractor 

Spring run leaving from the Museum 

Courtyard. Please keep an eye on the 

website for dates for this and other  

Folk and Costume Museum events. 

There are lots of reasons to visit us this 

year and, with free entry, nearby parking 

and the whole of Saumarez Park to enjoy, 

it is an easy and unusual trip for family and 

friends. We look forward to seeing you.

By Jake Le Gallez, Museum Manager 

Museum: +44 (0)1481 255384 

M: +44 (0)7781 127476 

E: fcm@nationaltrust.gg

After a busy period preparing 
for 2022, we are eager to share 
with you the fruits of our 
efforts which include two  
new costume exhibitions.

Art at The Park: a rotation of art 
exhibitions in the new gallery 
next to the Museum Shop.

https://nationaltrust.gg/
mailto:fcm%40nationaltrust.gg?subject=
https://nationaltrust.gg/events/all/event/folk-and-costume-museum/art-park-chris-griffiths/44
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Costume  
Exhibitions 2022
Living in a Material World – the 1980s  
& From Pockets to Handbags

Living in a Material World – the 1980s

Along with many other museums, our 

Museum Acquisitions Policy determines 

that we accept items that are 30 years or 

older, meaning that the 1980s can be and 

are going to be the focus of this year’s 

main exhibition.

Once I had got over the shock of my 

teenage years now falling into this 

category, I had an awesome, stellar and 

excellent time immersing myself into the 

decade of my youth, going back through 

the photo albums, finding dodgy perms, 

stone-washed jeans, rara skirts, DMs, 

tartan tights, corset belts, shoulder pads 

and occasionally even a pussy cat bow 

(though I think that had something to do 

with my Mum's choice, not mine!) 

There are some amazingly outrageous 

dresses from the ’80s in our collection,  

and so to quote Marie Claire magazine:

‘The outfits were big.  
They were bold.  
They were covered in sequins!’

https://nationaltrust.gg/
https://nationaltrust.gg/galleries/living-material-world-1980s-costumes-2022
https://nationaltrust.gg/galleries/costumes-2022-pockets-handbags
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This was the era of power dressing with 

Alexis Carrington and Maggie Thatcher 

being two very different examples of the 

trend with large shoulder pads, empowering 

women to look more aggressive and 

masculine in the predominantly male 

workplace of those times. Bright primary 

colours, ‘big hair’, chunky jewellery and 

those pussy cat bows again, gave a feminine 

edge to the look. By contrast, when she 

arrived on the public scene in 1980, Lady 

Diana Spencer epitomised the Sloane 

Ranger style with pearls, piecrust collars 

and the quintessentially British brand,  

Laura Ashley. 

During the ’80s, there was one feature 

that all designers had in common. This 

was the decade of the labels and logos 

with creations by Christian Lacroix, 

Gianni Versace and Jean-Paul Gaultier 

being highly sought after. It was all 

about wearing the right thing and boldly 

showing that you were, with highly visible 

designer labels. 

This is the era of materialistic values and 

flaunting your wealth. You were living in a 

Material World and you were a Material girl.

Anybody who was a regular in Guernsey’s 

club scene back then might find themselves 

taking a trip down memory lane…you have 

been warned!

From Pockets to Handbags

So often we hear the complaint  

'Oh why can't women's clothes  
have proper pockets!'

Well, it turns out that they once did. First 

recorded in about 1660, pockets are the 

precursor to the handbag. But, they are 

not as user-friendly as male pockets, 

speaking of which, did you know that in 

1899 a tailor is quoted as saying that the 

number of pockets in a man's suit would 

be ‘twenty to twenty-five all told’! 

Women’s pockets were laden with 

connotations: social status, sexual conduct 

etc, and consequently, they also tell the 

story of women’s lives and issues over  

300 years. 

For 2022, the lower costume galleries 

will be exploring these stories and the 

subsequent arrival of the handbag, or 

reticules as they were originally called.  

The everyday bags that hold your life, the 

tiny jewel-like bag that shows your status, 

the unusual practical bags designed for 

a very specific job and the designer bag 

which you expect everyone to recognise. 

Then today, do we still need and use 

handbags and what is their future? 

By Caro Drake, Costume Curator 

T: +44 (0)7781 145041 

E: costumecurator@nationaltrust.gg

https://nationaltrust.gg/
mailto:costumecurator%40nationaltrust.gg?subject=
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Thank you all so much for your support during my first year at  
The Victorian Shop and Parlour, 26 Cornet Street. It has been  
lovely meeting regular customers, neighbours, and new customers.

Because of the obvious restrictions the 

Island has been under, we felt that we 

wanted to make the shop into somewhere 

locals would enjoy and use, in the hope that 

being an already popular destination shop 

would appeal to visitors too when they 

were able to return. From the feedback we 

have received, I think I can safely say we are 

on the right path to achieving this. 

For 2022, we are all looking forward to 

welcoming (fingers-crossed) more tourists, 

cruise ships and an increase in footfall 

up through Cornet Street, especially 

when Hauteville House reopens. The hill 

is something we cannot escape, so we 

are aiming to make the stock as alluring 

as possible. The majority of items will be 

only available at our Victorian Shop and 

Parlour including bespoke pieces made 

on site from vintage fabric together with 

products and cards featuring a delightful 

illustration by local artist Ellie Atkinson 

which has been specially commissioned. 

The illustration incorporates quintessential 

elements from No. 26 and we hope you 

love it as much as we do. 

Another bespoke creation is a second 

vintage Guernsey scarf reproduced from 

the 1970s. We think it complements  

our 2021 edition, reproduced from the 

1950s, which sold out within days of  

being available to buy with, thankfully, 

further quantities quickly produced.  

The Victorian Shop 
and Parlour at  
26 Cornet Street

Other collaborations with  
local makers and producers  
are in the pipeline, but we do 
need to keep some surprises. 

https://nationaltrust.gg/
https://nationaltrust.gg/places/victorian-shop-parlour
https://nationaltrust.gg/places/victorian-shop-parlour
https://nationaltrust.gg/places/victorian-shop-parlour
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Our Social Media presence (Facebook 

and Instagram) is steadily increasing 

and you can find our links at the end of 

this piece. This really is the best way to 

stay up to date with what is happening, 

events planned and new stock arriving, 

particularly if it is likely to sell out quickly. 

We hope to be able to share some exciting 

plans for The Victorian Shop and Parlour’s 

commemoration of the Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee at the beginning of June. If we pull 

this off, it may cause people to stop in 

their tracks … in a good way! 

Caro Drake, Shop Manager 

The Victorian Shop and Parlour at  

26 Cornet Street 

T: +44 (0)7781 145041 

E: 26cornetstreet@nationaltrust.gg 

 26_cornet_street  26CornetStreet 

We are proud stockists of Merchant & Mills

https://nationaltrust.gg/
mailto:26cornetstreet%40nationaltrust.gg?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/26_cornet_street/
https://www.instagram.com/26_cornet_street/
https://www.facebook.com/26CornetStreet
https://www.facebook.com/26CornetStreet
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As the years roll by, the National Trust of Guernsey receives by donation 
historical items with a local pedigree. As the last remaining old garages,  
homes and forgotten loft spaces are cleared out there appears to be less 
treasure out there ... but now and then ...

In the Spring of 2021 we were contacted by 
Mrs Jane Brown (née de Garis) to say that 
an old family heirloom needed a place to 
be cared for and, where possible, displayed. 
The grandfather clock in question had been 
inherited by the grandchildren of Ernest de 
Garis and the donation would be on behalf 
of the family. Within a week Jake Le Gallez 
(NTG Museum Manager) and I were backing 
up the Land Rover on Jane's drive, ready to 
receive this rare artefact. We gingerly placed 
the dismantled clock parts in the back. It had 
been carefully bubble-wrapped and boxed 
in cardboard. By this stage, the Trust had 
established from Jane that this was an early 
19th-century timepiece standing a proud six 
feet high. The clock face provided a big clue 
to the local provenance. Across it was written 
"Ja. Paint Guernsey".

We thanked Jane profusely and happily 
departed, promising to keep her up to date 
with developments. When we arrived at 26 
Cornet Street, we contacted Paul Paint and 
he eagerly hot-footed it up to The Victorian 
Shop & Parlour to help us unpack and 
reconstruct the clock. It was soon obvious to 
Paul that there was repair work to be done as 
the old clock had been chiming out the hours 
for over 200 years and was quite exhausted. 
The beautiful clock face and the ancient 
wood lustre of the casing demanded our help. 

With that, Paul kindly took the clock away 
and delivered it into the hands of Jeremy 
Allunson, Guernsey's most experienced and 
talented clock repair specialist.

Many months elapsed as Jeremy 
painstakingly rebuilt the clock mechanism. 
New parts were custom made and others 
located. The face and mechanism were 
cleaned and a new bell chime installed 
amongst much else. Indeed, we were 
extremely fortunate that Jeremy could not 
only fit us in but also managed to complete 
his work on the clock in time for the 
Christmas opening of the shop.

In late October 2021, Paul installed the clock 
in the corner of the Victorian Parlour at 
26 Cornet Street and for the first time we 
heard its ancient tick-tock. Then Paul got 
the chimes to sing out the hour. To say that 
we were delighted was an understatement. 
The restored grandfather clock adds great 
atmosphere to the Cornet Street site.

The donation to the Trust was arranged by 
Jane on behalf of the grandchildren of Ernest 
de Garis. To this point, the clock has inhabited 
the same area of the island. Ernest and his 
forebears lived at Myrtle Place (now The 
Fleur Du Jardin hotel). The family have lived 
and farmed the King's Mills area for centuries 
along Les Grands Moulins road. It appears 

Grandfather Clock

https://nationaltrust.gg/
https://guernseychamber.com/member/n-st-j-paint-and-son-ltd/
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that the clock moved a short distance with 
Nicolas de Garis from The Gele to Myrtle 
Place (noted in the 1881 census). It then 
moved with Ernest (grandson of Nicolas) to 
another family farm at St Leddard's, a few 
hundred yards down the road. The timepiece 
more recently came to rest at Jane's house 
directly opposite (the original coach house to 
St Leddard's).

Paul Paint went on to discover that the clock 
was sold to a gentleman in the de Garis family 
(Nicolas’s grandfather) in 1815 by James 
Paint (1775 to 1856). James, who assembled 
timepieces into cabinets made locally, was 
based in a shop in what is now the Arcade 
area of town. Interestingly, Paul knows that 
one of the Paint family married a de Garis and 
went to live in Les Grandes Moulins (King’s 
Mills) area. 

Apart from the Trust being very pleased to 
have this lovely piece on display and in our 
stewardship, it has been fascinating to scratch 
the surface of the family histories. 

Who would have thought that 
receiving this lovely grandfather 
clock would have thrown up so 
much interesting local social 
anthropology?

Our thanks to Jane and the de Garis family, 
Paul and Jeremy for their generosity, 
expertise and skill respectively.

Sean Martin, Council Member

Paul Paint removes the clock face 
for restoration by Jeremy Allunson

https://nationaltrust.gg/
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Over the last few years, National 
Trust of Guernsey have employed 
the professional services of local 
photographer Etienne Lainé for 
producing some wonderful publicity 
shots of Fermain Tower. He recently 
got in touch with news of a creative 
project completed in 2016 and which 
blends seamlessly with another  
Trust property within the site of  
Les Caches Farm.

The Walter Langlois Barn contains a pressoir 
– a circular stone trough where in past 
times, apples would have been pulped by a 
large stone wheel – ahead of pressing in a 
traditional wooden cider press.

Etienne has generously donated his miniature 
wooden cider press to the Trust, where it 
is proudly on display in the Walter Langlois 
Barn, standing on a specially commissioned 
pedestal, made by Sam Seabrook of Sawn  
‘n’ Made – another skilled tradesman 
associated with Fermain Tower. Both items 
are examples of highly skilled traditional 
crafts and as always, the National Trust is 
privileged to benefit from and share their 
skills for your enjoyment.

My cider press was built for my Design 
Technology exam in 2016, in my final year  
of school at La Mare De Carteret.

I remember the teachers at the time were 
quite new to their role and suggested that I 
make an acrylic clock but I stuck to my guns.

Mr Bourgaise the DT technician was a great 
help to me and helped me work out the 
mechanism, it’s quite hard to get your head 
around how you need something to screw 
downwards but not spin.

The press is made as close as possible to  
the original design, it is made out of oak  
and the screw was borrowed from a vice.

My dad is a joiner who had previously 
restored a full size one on island so had  
a pretty good idea of how it would work.  
We have made cider with it but it was  
quite explosive to say the least… 

Etienne Lainé

Miniature Cider Press

Etienne Lainé's miniature cider press in the 
Walter Langlois Barn at Les Caches Farm

https://nationaltrust.gg/
https://etiennelaine.com/
https://etiennelaine.com/
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A fantastic restoration project between Jenifer Wetherall (owner),  
Ellie’s Doll Workshop, Bournemouth (restorer) with a small part  
played by National Trust of Guernsey.

There is no way easy way to take a photograph 
of a shattered broken doll that looks anything 
other than, well, creepy. And so, rather than 
scare off our cherished readers, a description 
feels better. Just. 

“1930, has hairpiece, well dressed, 
wears hat and bloomers but no 
shoes. Shattered head.” 

Back in November 2020, a family friend 
contacted us with a most unusual request for 
help in restoring a treasured family heirloom.  
If The Repair Shop immediately springs to 
mind, then you are on the right track.

The heirloom, a 1930s German-made doll, 
dressed in handmade garments in the style of 
a 20th century Guernsey market stallholder 
lady, had been given to Kirstie Wetherall, fifty 
years ago by her Aunt Christine, who now lives 
on the mainland. At the time, Kirstie was only 
a baby and so her mother Jenifer (Christine’s 
sister) put the doll in the loft for safe-keeping, 
feeling that she was too special to play with.

Christine had designed and sewn clothing for 
the family doll as part of her teacher training 
exams at Rolle Teacher Training College 
Exmouth 1956 - 1958 under the tutorship of 
Miss Early, and College Principal Miss Croft.

In November 2020 Jenifer wrote ‘She 
[Christine] was an excellent needlewoman with 
great patience and attention to detail, so it is 
very sad that she has macular degeneration 
and is now registered blind. I only hope she 
has enough sight left to see the refurbished 
doll. Her mind is clear, she remembered that 
the lecturer remarked that each student chose 
a doll with their own colouring, in the case of 
my sister Christine, fair hair and blue eyes.’

The doll’s exquisite outfit and accessories 
were perfectly intact, although her frame was 
badly broken and had to be repaired before 
the clothes could be worn as intended, with 
accessories by her side. Christine recalls that 
the material used for the black over-dress was 
wartime blackout fabric. The doll was wearing 

Guernsey Doll 
Needs Some TLC

Lisia Elaine 
fully refurbished 

and back home

https://nationaltrust.gg/
http://www.elliesdolls.co.uk/
https://www.exmouthjournal.co.uk/news/memories-of-exmouth-7797310
https://www.exmouthjournal.co.uk/news/memories-of-exmouth-7797310
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boots, her shawl was lace-edged material, 
her basket was woven and contained knitted 
cabbage leaves wrapped around butter pats 
and, as a stallholder pastime, a knitted sock 
made from Guernsey wool where the heel 
had been turned on tiny steel pins. The detail 
from socks, to boots, to under layers and outer 
layers including an exquisite shawl and bonnet, 
is remarkable.

In early December 2020, the broken doll, 
clothes, and accessories were sent off by 
registered post, to Lesley at Bournemouth-
based Ellie’s Doll Workshop. Manufacturers 
marks of Germany 133 9/0 on the doll’s 
head, established that the doll was made by 
Keramisches Werk in Grafenheim. 

A diagnosis and prognosis confirmed that 
major damage to the doll’s head was likely  
to be fixable since Jenifer had carefully  
kept all of the broken pieces. These would 
need to be pieced together and any gaps  
filled and painted in. Once the head had  
been made safe, the doll could be restrung. 
Ellie’s Doll Workshop were also able to  
supply a replacement wig to the existing  
one, acknowledged by all of us as ‘alarming’ 
for its fibrous nest-like appearance.

During early December and less than three 
weeks after posting, the restored doll was 
returned to Guernsey, together with a new 
wig ‘to attach.’ Thus, the moment to see the 
restoration, place new hair and get to see the 
full result had arrived. Caro and I ‘scrambled’ 
and at great speed, made our way back to 
Operation Broken Doll. 

We had the mesmerising moment of seeing 
the restored doll, who looked so beautiful with 
a proper face and mended head. Although the 
new wig represented a Goldilocks-esque full 
head of curls and was disproportionate to the 
doll’s small body, Caro immediately started 
hand rolling and sewing the locks up into a 
neat shape, sitting at the nape of the doll’s 
neck. Suddenly, and miraculously, the right hair 
sat neatly underneath the market bonnet of 

Jenifer’s doll. It transpires that this also matched 
the hairstyle of Jenifer and Christine’s mother.

Popping the bonnet on top of the hair was a 
moment of crowning glory and defined the 
end of a superb and unusual project. We are 
very grateful to have been included in this work 
and certainly Caro’s contacts and experience 
brought everything to a wonderful conclusion.

And now for the doll’s name.

Despite her macular degeneration, Christine 
shared the story with her WI group on Zoom. 
They all felt that the doll should have a 
Guernsey name.

Her name, chosen by Christine: Lisia Elaine, 
Lisia being an old name for Guernsey and 
Elaine as Christine’s second name, also the 
name of Jenifer and Christine’s grandmother. 

We look forward to sharing Lisia Elaine as 
soon as a suitable exhibition case can be 
found and always, by kind permission of 
Jenifer Wetherall.

Sara Lampitt 

Testimonials
‘The project has given her great joy. 
When the borders are open, she plans 
to visit Guernsey to see Lisia, possibly in 
the museum? I have found the exercise 
most enjoyable and fulfilling and thanks 
to you and Caro and Lesley of Ellie’s Doll 
Workshop in Dorset, not at all stressful.’  
– Jenifer Wetherall 

‘Thank you so much for the photos.  I 
love the way the wig has been styled 
to match up to your mother's hairstyle.  
I am sure that when she is on display 
in the museum, she will help remind 
people of what life was like in the 
past and I hope she continues to give 
pleasure to the succeeding generations 
who will be able to read her story.’  
– Lesley, Ellie’s Doll Workshop

https://nationaltrust.gg/
http://www.elliesdolls.co.uk/
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Looking Forward

The Folk and Costume Museum 
and Art at The Park
5 Apr to 30 Oct (closed 9 May) 
7 days a week: 10.00am – 5.00pm  
(last entry 4.15pm)

Free entry. The Museum is access friendly.

Art at The Park exhibitions
5 Apr to 13 May: Chris Griffiths ‘Landscape’ 
17 May to 24 Jun: Lou Le Pelley and  
Michelle Schofield ‘Guernsey Pub Crawl’  
28 Jun – 29 Jul: Ellie Atkinson 
6 Aug to 2 Sep: Photographic Exhibition  
'A Moment in Time 2020-2022' 
6 Sep – 30 Oct: Gill Harrison 
11 Nov to 21 Dec (approx.): Pre-Loved 
Paintings for Sale

Costume exhibitions
First floor: 1980s Living in a Material  
World 1980s | Ground floor: Handbags –  
the evolution of the pocket

How to find us: Saumarez Park, Castel,  
GY5 7UJ | Perry’s guide: 15G2 | Bus routes:  
41 and 42 | T: 01481 255384 | M: 07781 127476 | 
E: fcm@nationaltrust.gg

Lé Viaër Marchi
Mon 4 July: 5.00pm – dusk

Entry: 16yrs and over: £6.  
Children under 16 FREE

Free parking at Home Farm field 
E: admin@nationaltrust.gg

The Victorian Shop and Parlour  
at 26 Cornet Street
25 Mar to 8 Oct 
Mon – Sat: 10.00am – 4.00pm

Free entry.

How to find us: 26 Cornet Street,  
St. Peter Port, GY1 1LF | Perry’s guide: SPP 
5L8-M9 | Bus routes: any bus route ending  
at St. Peter Port terminus | T: 07781 145041 |  
E: 26cornetstreet@nationaltrust.gg

Les Caches Farm
5 May to 22 Sep 
Wed – Sun: 10.30am – 12.30pm  
(except for private functions, please check 
website for up-to-date information)

Free entry, donations welcome. 

Les Caches Farm grounds and apple orchard 
are open all year for public enjoyment, tours, 
and event opportunities.

How to find us: Les Villets, Forest, GY8 0HN |  
Perry’s guide: Page 28 D4 | Bus routes: 91  
and 92. Alight from the bus at the airport  
or Forest Stores. | T: 07781 106461 |  
E: emc@nationaltrust.gg

For all the above please visit  
www.nationaltrust.gg, our social  
media pages and keep an eye on  
the local press for updates and  
sometimes, sneak previews. 

https://nationaltrust.gg/
https://nationaltrust.gg/events/all/event/saumarez-park/viaer-marchi-2022/6
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Our  
Beautiful New 
Membership Cards
For some time, we have been pondering 
the question of how our paper Annual 
Membership and Life Membership cards 
can be adjusted and improved. We are glad 
we took our time as both good news for 
Reciprocal Arrangements and advances in 
manufacturing have all come together.

Mindful of environmental pressure against 
plastic and our supply levels running down  
to a near empty tank, we took the opportunity 
to re-design through Potting Shed and find  
a new supplier of sustainable cards. Voila!  
Our fibre Life Membership cards have arrived, 
and we are delighted with the result.

Annual Membership cards have also enjoyed 
a face-lift and will come to you as a weightier 

card with branded design. Most importantly, 
both new cards incorporate a QR code linking 
to the National Trust web page which lists 
places you may visit through our Reciprocal 
Arrangements, and the International National 
Trusts Organisation (INTO) logo which is 
instantly recognisable at any INTO Places 
place around the world.

New Members and Life Members will 
appreciate the beautiful packaging that comes 
with Membership – including an NTG badge 
and car sticker – all thanks to Jenny Gallie our 
Membership Secretary. If you are thinking of 
someone else who enjoys heritage home and 
abroad, the folder and the potential of  
its contents, makes for a beautiful gift –  
all wrapped up with everywhere to go.

https://nationaltrust.gg/
https://www.into.org/
https://www.into.org/
https://www.into.org/places/
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Your Membership 
Benefits
Home 
Member Events
Please see full details earlier in this Newsletter.

Discounts for Members
10% booking discounts for Members and 
Corporate Members at Fermain Tower. 

Regrettably this cannot be combined with 
a 10% discount for repeat bookings unless 
you or your Corporation have Donor status*. 
Membership details will be needed at the  
time of booking.

Existing Discounts
• 10% discount for repeat bookings at  

Fermain Tower (*see above).

• 10% discount for Members booking  
Les Caches Farm or the Courtyard at  
the Folk and Costume Museum

• 20% discount for Corporate Members  
at both of the above.

Membership details will be needed at  
the time of booking and early booking  
is recommended.

To view all properties available to hire please 
visit www.nationaltrust.gg/holiday-and-hire

Away
A full list of worldwide Reciprocal 
Arrangements is available at: 
www.nationaltrust.gg 

Online Newsletter
If you would prefer to receive an online 
copy of this Newsletter, please contact: 
membership@nationaltrust.gg

Membership cards will always be sent  
by post.

Reciprocal Arrangements
We strongly recommend checking the 
website and opening times of heritage 
places you wish to visit with Reciprocal 
Arrangement benefits.

Members will enjoy free access to an 
expansive global portfolio of properties, 
although parking charges may apply. 
These modest charges contribute towards 
high maintenance costs of all heritage 
properties. For details of participating 

organisations, please visit:  
www.nationaltrust.gg/support

Please always take your membership card 
and where applicable, your car sticker too.

Replacement membership cards and car 
stickers can be obtained by contacting:

Jenny Gallie, Membership Secretary 
E: membership@nationaltrust.gg 
M: +44 (0)7781 108805

https://nationaltrust.gg/
https://nationaltrust.gg/holiday-and-hire
http://www.nationaltrust.gg/support
mailto:membership%40nationaltrust.gg?subject=
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See more world 
heritage more easily

National Trust of Guernsey Members enjoy free entry 

to all National Trust properties in England, Wales and 

Northern Ireland and many International National Trusts 

Organisation heritage places worldwide. 

Parking charges will apply. Membership is your chance to 

support us and enjoy some of the world’s finest heritage 

properties and places.

Membership from £25 pa

nationaltrust.gg

http://www.charity.org.gg/
https://aim-museums.co.uk/
http://www.nationaltrust.gg
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https://nationaltrust.gg/

