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Can you 
help?
We need teams of fit, 
enthusiastic people 
to help maintain 
our land areas and 
with the setting up 
and taking down 
of Lé Viaër Marchi 
(now 2021). These 
are great Corporate 
Social Responsibility 
opportunities.
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Dear Members,

You will probably notice that this President’s Report is somewhat 
shorter than in previous editions. Not only is this an attempt to 
reduce the duplication of news, but also to allow individual Council 
members to report separately on matters in which they have a 
specific interest or responsibility. Accordingly, I would encourage 
you to read each of the articles included in this newsletter. 

Much has been achieved within all areas of 

the Trust’s work over the past six months. 

All areas have been busy, in particular the 

property team led by Jim Whitmore and 

Jemma Field with invaluable help from 

health and safety expert Richard Taylor, 

who have completed a number of items 

which will be of long-term benefit.

Regrettably I must report the recent death 

of Ivone Jones, the Trust’s longest serving 

Treasurer, for twenty-one years during 

the 1980s and 90s. He was first elected as 

Treasurer in April 1979 and was involved 

throughout his service in all aspects of 

the Trust’s finances, including the detailed 

work required on budgets and accounts 

for day-to-day matters and events such as 

the Viaër Marchi, responding as necessary 

to questions from fellow Council Members 

or at AGMs. Ivone was central to the Trust’s 

consideration of the future use of St James 

and to the acquisition and restoration of  

26 Cornet Street. 

He was a great personality, with a wicked 

sense of humour and a great love of the 

Trust, who carried out his responsibilities 

with real dedication. Even in recent years, 

he maintained an interest in the Trust’s 

activities, and would request a copy of the 

full accounts to look at before an AGM,  

or raise any questions that he wished to 

ask of the current Council. His contribution 

to the Trust cannot be overstated and he 

will be sadly missed.

As the National Trust of 
Guernsey reaches its Diamond 
Anniversary during 2020,  
it is fair to say that from the 
acorn of an idea that was sown 
back in 1960, a healthy oak 
has grown

President's Welcome
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2020 Diamond Anniversary Year

As the National Trust of Guernsey reaches 

its Diamond Anniversary during 2020, it is 

fair to say that from the acorn of an idea 

that was sown back in 1960, a healthy oak 

has grown.

I believe that today’s National Trust of 

Guernsey occupies an important position 

in Island life. The Trust exists today, just as 

was envisioned sixty years ago, with the 

general aim to promote the preservation, 

restoration, upkeep and use of places or 

buildings of historic or other interest to 

the people of this Island or of horticultural 

or architectural merit and the protection 

and augmentation of the amenities of 

such places and buildings and their 

surroundings. Over the years, the Trust 

has managed to restore and protect many 

heritage properties of note and secured 

numerous areas of cliff and valley land,  

all of which are available for public access. 

The Trust’s growth over the years and 

its position in Island life can rightly be 

considered an achievement, especially 

as we are a volunteer-run charity with no 

State support and completely self-funded.

Owing to the current situation regarding 

Coronavirus, our properties, including 

Fermain Tower, will not open until further 

notice and we have cancelled forthcoming 

events. Please keep an eye on our website 

for updates: www.nationaltrust.gg. 

Church House

Having just completed our first year’s 

successful operation of the Fermain Tower 

I am pleased to confirm that we have no 

intention of resting on our laurels. We are 

now well-advanced with detailed planning 

for the restoration of Church House, fondly 

referred to as ‘the triangle house’, near  

St. Sampson’s Parish Church. As previously 

mentioned, our aim is twofold: to restore 

the house as a lettable property and also 

to create a small interpretation centre in 

the adjacent outbuilding, a former forge, 

covering the history of the granite industry 

in Guernsey. 

This project will commence this summer 

and be complete by the end of 2021, 

subject of course to adequate funding 

being secured.

Staff

We were disappointed that Aly Keeling, 

our Folk and Costume Manager decided 

to seek pastures new at the end of last 

season. Fortunately, however, we were 

able to persuade Merrie Jee to join us with 

effect from the beginning of this year. She 

is now well-established at the Folk and 

Costume Museum and looking forward to 

the challenge. I am confident that Merrie 

will be a great asset to us. 

President's Welcome Continued
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After eleven years at the helm, Elizabeth 

Lihou has retired as manageress of the 

Victorian Shop and Parlour at 26 Cornet 

Street. Robin Whicker, another familiar face 

and longstanding volunteer at the shop, 

has also retired. His invaluable knowledge 

of local heritage and social history has 

been shared with, and enjoyed by, many. 

Our thanks and best wishes go to both 

Elizabeth and Robin.

Membership Growth

Membership growth was very good  

during 2019 with 147 Individual and  

nine Life Members joining the Trust. 

Bequests and Donations

The Trust is most grateful to have received 

several donations and also a number of 

bequests from former Members. 

Without such kind support and generosity, 

the work of the Trust would be much  

more limited.

President
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2019 was an exceptionally busy year for the management and 
coordination of Trust business in many areas, particularly with 
property matters, many of which are covered in a further piece  
by Jim Whitmore, Property Manager. Our largest projects of the 
year took place at Les Caches Farm after the property had  
closed for the season.

It is now possible to circumnavigate the 

exterior of the Walter Langlois Barn, 

through to the apple orchard where there 

are picnic tables for everyone to enjoy.  

The vista of the premises has vastly 

improved and the beautiful construction  

of The Walter Langlois Barn and 

outbuildings is now clearly visible.

Improvements have also taken place 

within the main property, with a very 

pleasing lighting system, installed to great 

effect as the days became shorter and 

evenings became longer. There is now 

Wi-Fi throughout, and discreet blackout 

blinds have been installed on the first-floor 

windows. The premises can accommodate 

a whole range of events, to include board 

meetings, exhibitions, photographic shoots, 

wedding blessings and many more. Please 

do not hesitate to contact me should 

you be interested in hiring the venue 

for an event once Covid-19 government 

restrictions have been lifted.

The offices above our Victorian Shop and 

Parlour at 26 Cornet Street have been 

vacant for three years now and despite 

marketing the traditional offices with a 

number of local estate agents, we have 

been unable to generate any interest in the 

premises as an office unit. We believe this 

is due to the large number of commercial 

office units currently available. Planning 

permission has been granted for change 

of use of the premises to residential 

accommodation as we would like to 

have the option to convert the premises 

into a residential townhouse. We have 

alternative ideas for the use of the space 

should the cost of conversion to residential 

accommodation prove prohibitive. We look 

forward to sharing news later in the year. 

In respect of the full Electrical Inspection 

Condition Survey Reports for all properties, 

mentioned in Jim Whitmore’s report,  

I would like to record thanks to Jim and 

also Richard Taylor for their volunteer  

Estate Management
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time and support in co-ordinating 

this onerous task and full Asbestos 

Management Surveys with professional 

organisations. These reports are not only 

mandatory, but invaluable for forecasting 

Trust financial obligations. 

It has been a year since the Fermain Tower 

first opened its doors to the public. We are 

so thrilled to say that the first year of the 

Tower opening has been a success with 

encouraging occupancy levels throughout 

the year. The majority of our guests have 

been local which is delightful to see as a 

measure of success with our promise to 

open Trust doors to our community. For 

2020 we are beginning to see interest from 

the UK and European visitors, so the word 

is out. Positive feedback has been received 

from guests throughout, so we hope 2020 

will be another busy year for the tower. 

Booking management and servicing has 

been superbly managed by Sandra Berry 

and her team at Guernsey Self-Catering. 

NTG’s annual Quiz in February was a 

roaring success with a jovial atmosphere 

filling the room. In nearly thirty years, the 

waiting list for the Quiz was the longest 

ever recorded, with a whopping 13 tables 

on the waiting list! We thank everybody for 

their support with this special fundraising 

event, particularly our main sponsor, Savills.

As you may have heard, we have decided 

to cancel 2020 Viaër Marchi, planned 

for Monday 6th July. More information 

is covered by Sara Lampitt later in this 

newsletter and we do hope to be able to 

be sharing news of next year’s Viaër Marchi 

in our 2021 Spring newsletter.

By Jemma Charlotte Field,  

Estate Manager and Co-Ordinator 

M: 07781 106461 E: emc@nationaltrust.gg

The vista of the premises 
has vastly improved and the 
beautiful construction of  
The Walter Langlois Barn  
and outbuildings is now 
clearly visible.

Patois Photograph© for National Trust of Guernsey
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Listed amongst the more mundane items 

in our list of work completed in 2019, we 

should highlight a couple of interesting 

rarities, including the first use by NTG  

of a drone survey.

Glenbardie sits securely wedged into its 

site in Union Street, firmly resisting easy 

inspection by all but the most expensive of 

means due to its proximity to the equally 

imposing buildings on either flank. We 

desperately needed to take a closer look  

at the roof, chimneys and parapets to get  

a clearer idea of their condition and also  

to investigate some longstanding cracks  

in the west gable.

So, we called Elliot Crockett a.k.a.  

‘The Drone Ranger’. 

Thanks to the mobility of the drone, 

manoeuvring between buildings, hovering 

above the glass-roofed lean-to and 

buzzing around the upper levels of the 

roof, provided the clear view that we 

needed, all being stored in memory card 

for later examination. With a gusty wind 

blowing at speeds approaching his ‘no-fly’ 

limit, the pilot was busy with the controls 

while at the same time, being early on a 

Sunday morning, keeping the camera well 

away from neighbouring windows.

The video and stills captured that morning 

will help us to reduce the chance of any 

unpleasant surprises that would otherwise 

only be revealed on physical inspection at 

roof level and will add some certainty to 

our proposals for remedial works planned 

for Glenbardie in 2021.

Also of interest, at Moulin de Quanteraine 

in St Pierre du Bois, during our 2017 annual 

property inspection, it was clear that the 

oak leat structure supplying power to the 

mill wheel was in a pretty poor condition, 

soon requiring replacement, together with 

elements of the support structure.

Elm would be the preferred timber to  

use in this situation for its ability to 

withstand rot but now being so scarce 

there was, unsurprisingly, nothing suitable 

available. However, Chris Stonebridge  

from Treevolution identified a long dead 

elm tree at the side of the road near  

Property
Great progress was made in 2019 in driving forward our list of 
property repairs, renewals, capital projects and corporate property 
responsibilities, including a major upgrade to the car parking 
surface at Les Caches Farm.
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The Deerhound and kindly offered to fell it 

for us. Unfortunately, once the cost of road 

closures and the cost of converting the 

trunk was considered, we chose to leave it 

standing, particularly as it is also possible 

that the trunk would be partially rotten.

In the end we opted to replace like for  

like and used oak, so if you’re passing  

Mill Cottage stop and take a look. We are 

very pleased with the result.

At Les Caches Farm, as of necessity and for 

the safety and ease of use for our visitors, 

we constructed a grid-reinforced grass-

surfaced car park that will take upwards of 

twenty-four vehicles.

We agonised over the environmental 

aspect of excavating to provide a surfaced 

area, but grass grid is by far the most 

acceptable method that we investigated 

and fulfils the requirement for us to provide 

a safe, firm surface for 

the increasing number of 

visitors to Les Caches.

The project started at the 

end of September 2019 

and continued through the 

autumn monsoon, finally 

being able to sow the 

grass seed during a brief 

period of dry weather in 

early November. As the 

rains returned, the seed 

survived its subsequent 

drenching to germinate 

sufficiently well that we 

hope to have a drivable 

The grass-surfaced car park  
at Les Caches Farm
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surface by this spring, during which time 

we will commence planting on the eastern 

boundary to provide replacement habitat 

and screening to the car park.

Being ever prepared, and during the very 

best of the lovely August weather, we 

installed a new branch water main adjacent 

to the proposed car park so that we could 

keep the young shoots irrigated and  

alive during the event of our having a  

dry autumn 2019!

As much as we would love to concentrate 

our spending on the upgrading and 

renovation of the properties that we hold 

in Trust, it is essential that we attend to 

the basic ‘housekeeping’ that ensures 

the safety and security of our tenanted 

and public-facing properties. Regulations 

require mandatory electrical safety and 

asbestos management surveys.

In 2019, we completed electrical surveys on 

all NTG properties, with the exception of 

the Folk and Costume Museum, which  

is imminent.

These comprehensive surveys provide 

a detailed assessment of the electrical 

system and are presented to us as a written 

report graded in four categories – similar 

to a traffic light system – highlighting 

whether an issue presents an immediate 

danger or simply that an improvement is 

recommended, so we can act accordingly 

with any issues. At every subsequent 

annual property inspection these reports 

will be referred to and amended as works 

proceed before the whole exercise repeats 

on a five-yearly cycle.

Surveys were also undertaken during 2019 

to identify and locate any areas within 

our properties suspected of containing 

asbestos-bearing materials.

The results form an asbestos register that 

is made available to the tenant, to inform 

them of any areas where care must be 

taken to leave the material undisturbed, 

and for inspection by contractors before 

any works commence on the property. 

Fortunately, in the case of these surveys, 

little in the way of expensive remedial work 

is needed, leaving us simply to monitor the 

material’s condition on an annual basis.

Details of our properties are included 

within the enclosed Official Handbook, 

updated and published to commemorate 

the Trust’s diamond anniversary 1960-

2020. We encourage Members to 

familiarise themselves with the location of 

all NTG properties, if only to appreciate the 

remarkable examples of heritage places 

entrusted in perpetuity and supported by 

you our Members.

By Jim Whitmore, Property Manager
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The ownership of land is not an end in itself, it comes with 
responsibilities; the more land the Trust acquires the greater  
the responsibility. Your Council and the Trust's staff are few  
in number and, hardworking though they are, it is inevitable  
that the maintenance of the land is a struggle. 

Without the invaluable assistance of the 

Guernsey Conservation Volunteers our  

land would deteriorate and become 

overgrown with bramble, bracken, 

blackthorn and gorse. These dominant 

plants would soon swamp the wild flowers 

so loved by Islanders and visitors alike.  

The current solution is to employ 

professional contractors to maintain the 

land; this obviously costs money, money 

that could be spent on renovating the 

important buildings owned by the Trust  

or restoring properties such as the  

Fermain Tower or Church House.

There is another way and one that I would 

encourage groups, associations, schools 

and companies to consider. Our holdings 

on the cliffs are in small discrete packages 

ripe for adoption. The 

adopters could undertake 

the maintenance of a 

particular plot, commit 

say for a three year period 

to cut and clear in early 

spring, to encourage wild 

flowers and biodiversity. 

This could fit in with a company's 

Corporate Social Responsibility program, 

the area of land could have small signage 

recognising the efforts of company staff 

and, having a long term commitment to 

a particular site could instil a sense of 

ownership and pride. 

In the current political climate of 

biodiversity and green issues being high  

on many people's agendas, tree planting 

for carbon offset is increasingly familiar 

and practised at National Trust of Guernsey 

lands. If you or your organisation are 

interested in partnering with us, we would 

welcome this relationship. 

The relationship between a company and 

a particular site could develop further. 

Lands

Our land holdings are enjoyed by the 
Island and world-wide community.  
Your involvement as an individual  
or organisation is invaluable.
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Certain sites lend themselves to venues for 

staff picnics or family days out. This would 

enable staff to actually enjoy the fruits of 

their labours. As a site becomes free from 

the dominant plants and working with the 

Biodiversity Partnership and The Pollinator 

Project, the adopters could plant suitable 

indigenous plants to provide food sources 

for our native wild bees and other important 

insects. The potential for organisations to 

show and share their involvement at certain 

sites, is a compelling prospect. 

The Trust really appreciates the many 

one-off projects undertaken by companies 

and groups as part of their CSR activities. 

Without their help our land would be much 

more overgrown than it is. A good example 

is the picturesque valley walk at Le Prevote, 

cleared by a team from Specsavers and 

adopted as their place. 

Our land holdings are enjoyed by the 

Island and world-wide community. 

Your involvement as an individual or 

organisation is invaluable. Let us know how 

you would like to be part of preserving 

Guernsey’s green heritage.

On another matter I am delighted to 

confirm that we have completed on 

the purchase of the site at Crève Coeur, 

L’Ancresse from the Guernsey Press. 

Members will recall that this acquisition 

has been in progress for several years. 

Members may be interested to know that 

discussions are at an advanced stage 

with the States of Guernsey to complete 

on their generous donation of land 

immediately adjacent to the site recently 

acquired. This will give us a substantial 

holding in the area.

Members will also remember that last 

Autumn we were given a generous donation 

of saplings grown from seed. Jemma has 

been tending these saplings while we 

have been trying to identify a suitable 

planting site. Thanks to the hard work of the 

Guernsey Conservation Volunteers clearing 

undergrowth at Le Bigard, a suitable site 

has presented itself and the saplings will 

soon be planted, extending the existing 

woodland on the site.

By Mike Brown, Land Manager

View from the top at Crève Coeur
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Anyone thinking that getting a museum up and running  
would be easy, has never seen behind the scenes at the  
museum from when the magical Christmas shop closes to  
the start of the season in April. Luckily, having worked at  
the Museum before taking on the role of Museum Manager,  
I was well prepared for the amount of work involved.

Whilst scraping last year’s display adhesive 

off a wall, pallet knife in one hand, filler 

in the other, I wondered what my friends 

might be doing at work now. Individually, 

they might be beavering away in an 

office cubicle; engaging with customers 

in a shop; working outside in all weathers 

planting up flower beds or driving around 

the island collecting and delivering various 

items. Roll all of those activities into one 

and indeed, there is more to being a 

museum manager than meets the eye!  

I would like to thank the Council members, 

the incredible staff employed by the Trust, 

the hardworking and dedicated volunteers 

and most importantly the Members for 

supporting and appreciating the work being 

done at the Folk and Costume Museum. 

The Folk &  
Costume Museum
At Saumarez Park since 1968

Despite the postponed opening of the 

Folk and Costume Museum, we feel 

strongly that the back story of team 

endeavours, written by new Museum 

Manager, Merrie Jee and volunteer 

Costume Curator, Caro Drake should  

go to print. 

Putting together the Museum and 

Costume Exhibitions for Spring 

opening is an annual highlight for the 

staff and volunteers. We hope you 

enjoy the news stories for the spirit in 

which they were written.
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We have a very exciting time ahead this 

year as we celebrate the 60th anniversary 

of the National Trust in Guernsey and the 

75th anniversary of the Liberation of the 

Island. Our costume displays reflect local 

experiences during the occupation, the 

everyday resourcefulness of Islanders and 

how we can take inspiration from them 

today. We have also gone back in time to 

the 1930s, most well-known for the stock 

market crash causing The Great Depression 

and the rise of the Nazi party. In and 

amongst this dark period in history, we 

focus on the stylish and practical daywear 

of the late 1930s, together with a showcase 

of flirty evening wear. While these pieces 

are beautiful we are also reminded that 

with the beginning of the Occupation, 

Islanders were still wearing pre-war 

fashions well into the 1940s. The Island was 

well and truly stuck in a ‘fashion limbo’ with 

no outside influence.

We unveil a new exhibition space from 

mid-June 2020, as part of our diamond 

anniversary celebrations. From the Events 

diary within this Newsletter, Members will 

see that the weekend of Saturday 13th  

and Sunday 14th June is a hive of activity 

for all ages. In addition to a Make Do 

and Mend Courtyard Workshop, we also 

welcome Guernsey’s History in Action 

group who will perform in the courtyard 

for the first time. 

All of us at the Folk and Costume Museum 

are looking forward to welcoming everyone 

back to our sunny patch of Guernsey this 

season, to blow out the winter cobwebs and 

get us all ready for the coming summer.

Best wishes 

Merrie 
By Merrie Jee, Museum Manager 

Museum Manager Merrie Jee puts 
together the exhibition areas for 2020
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Costumes
A note from the Costume team: 
it is likely that viewing of this 
year's exhibitions will be limited 
and so, we have decided to  
roll over the first floor 1930's 
and 1940's fashion displays  
into 2021. 

2020's ground floor exhibition, 
curated to celebrate Guernsey's 
75th Liberation anniversary may 
be enjoyed for a limited time. 
For 2021 this will be replaced 
with a special 1950's exhibition, 
focusing on the story, designs 
and creations of a local resident, 
connected to Sadler's Wells 
Ballet and Guernsey's 1953 
Coronation Pageant.

2020 and 2021 First floor exhibition 
1930s Fashion - Practical by day, flirty 
by night with a dash of handsome

The first-floor exhibition shows daytime 

dresses from the end of the decade with 

knee-length skirts, puffed sleeves, padded 

shoulders, pleating detail and unusual or 

geometric prints. These are elegant but 

wearable outfits that working women 

would enjoy for their stylish practicality.
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In stark contrast, the pure Hollywood 

glamour of 1930’s evening dresses utilise 

figure hugging characteristics of the bias 

cut, as well as unusual seam placements.  

In daring backless designs, the woman's 

back becomes seductive. Popularised by 

screen sirens, nude and metallic fabric 

became the must-have fabric of the day, 

resulting in stunning dresses which leave 

very little to the imagination. 

Men were still in traditional three-piece 

suits and our exhibition includes a 

handsome example worn in 1939 by 

Islander Philip Martel MC (1915–2012), 

decorated for his part in operation 

‘Ambassador’, a British military operation 

aimed at disabling the grip of the German 

occupying forces. 

By Caro Drake, Costume Curator 

E: carodrake@hotmail.co.uk

2020 Ground floor exhibition - 
Fashion during the 
Occupation years,  
‘Make Do and Mend’ and 
Biberach internment camp 
for deported Islanders

Through museum collections and 

poignant personal belongings 

generously loaned, National 

Trust of Guernsey has threaded 

together some of the lives and 

times of Islanders during the 

Occupation and subsequent 

Liberation of Guernsey. 

The ground floor costume 

exhibitions at the Folk and 

Costume Museum showcase 

clothing worn in the Island during 

the Occupation years, showing 

how Islanders came together to 

provide clothing for deportees 

heading to Biberach internment 

camp – and how British allies 

supported Island evacuees in 

England with clothing supplies.

Out of necessity rather than rule, 

Islanders followed suit with the UK 

government campaign of ‘Make 

Do and Mend’. People became 

skilled at reusing old clothes, using 

upholstery fabric, altering, darning, 

unravelling and re-knitting jumpers 

and generally being highly 

resourceful and inventive. 

Whilst the war did disrupt 
and dislocate fashion in 
Guernsey, a type of fashion 
evolved and even flourished 
in Occupied Guernsey. 
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'Can we get to the harbour this way', asked the couple heading up 
towards Hauteville. I don't remember exactly how I answered them 
but I know it was with a smile, for I had many happy customers at 
26 Cornet Street during my eleven years as its Manageress. 

Some of them were local, including 

children in town with their friends on a 

Saturday afternoon or the young men 

who would come in from nearby offices 

for their 'sugar fix' of midget gems. Some 

were long-time Guernsey residents who 

confessed that they had never actually 

been into the shop before and were 

amazed at what they found. Others came 

from all parts of the world, sometimes on 

cruise liners but quite 

often simply on holiday 

in the island and finding 

themselves fascinated by 

this unique glimpse into 

Guernsey's past. 

Sometimes they seemed 

to arrive in the shop by 

accident, like the pigeon 

who strutted in, walked 

around the Parlour and then strutted 

out with a comical shake of her head. 

Some were distinguished, like the Bailiff 

and successive Governors who would 

come with their wives to preside over the 

Christmas opening, all of them delightful 

and taking the opportunity to do some of 

their own Christmas shopping. Some were 

celebrities, such as Timothy Spall and his 

wife, or Roy and Michelle Dotrice. Stephen 

West, the knitting guru and pattern 

designer, came into the shop with some 

passengers from a liner in which he was 

acting as a lecturer. He bought one of  
 

my knitted hedgehogs, which made me 

very proud, and was excited to find that 

many of the tea cosies downstairs were  

my own original design.

A Fond Farewell  
to 26 Cornet Street

They eagerly responded to my asking 
them to do a recital in the shop, 
singing and playing, one unforgettable 
afternoon, to a fortunate group of 
customers and friends in the Parlour. 



26 Cornet Street retired manageress Elizabeth Lihou 
and longstanding volunteer Robin Whicker
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Other delightful visitors were the soprano 

Patricia Holland and her multi-talented 

accompanist Matt Redman, who were in the 

islands giving freely of their time to perform 

in hospitals and retirement homes before 

setting off on a concert tour of Canada. 

They eagerly responded to my asking them 

to do a recital in the shop, singing and 

playing, one unforgettable afternoon, to a 

fortunate group of customers and friends  

in the Parlour. After that I often played a  

CD of Patricia's wartime songs as 

background music in the shop and she  

has remained in regular contact.

The ancient pedal organ in the Parlour is 

too frail and precious to be played often 

but there was one equally frail German 

organist whose privilege it was to play 

for us on his annual visits (sadly we have 

not seen him in recent years but he leaves 

a happy memory) and there are a few 

talented young musicians from Vauvert,  

St Martin's or Notre Dame on their schools' 

now traditional visits who will proudly 

remember picking out a tune on that 

wonderful old instrument.

Other German visitors were a brother and 

sister whose father had been one of the 

garrison during the occupation and had 

made watercolours of the Cornet Street 

area. They gave me copies of those little 

paintings to keep for display alongside the 

old photographs which help to illustrate the 

shop's remarkable history. It was lovely that 

Marie Webb, née Le Poidevin, whose family 

had owned the shop previously, remained a 

frequent visitor to the rooms where she had 

taken her first toddling steps.

To her and those faithful volunteers who 

have helped to make The Victorian Shop 

and Parlour such a happy place, Pat, Gill, 

Sara, Caroline, Helen, Robin, Christine, 

Mary, Sarah, Sally, Holly and all the  

DofE students, I say my heartfelt thanks.  

I shall miss them, as I shall miss a fascinating 

place which has been such an important 

part of my life for the last eleven years.

By Elizabeth Lihou, upon her retirement as 

shop manageress at The Victorian Shop and 

Parlour, 26 Cornet Street
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A note to our Members
Dear Members,

Many of you will already know that 

during the course of 2019, an improved 

stock control, till and banking system 

was introduced at the Folk and Costume 

Museum shop. A similar system will be 

introduced at 26 Cornet Street when the 

Victorian Shop and Parlour reopens after  

a period of restoration.

It was disappointing that Elizabeth and 

Robin’s retirement from the Victorian 

Parlour caught the attention of national 

papers, who in turn sensationalised and 

published an inaccurate story. 

In order to clarify our position, the 

backdrop to this unsensational story is, 

that over two years ago our Auditors 

advised us that they would no longer  

Audit our organisation without an 

improvement being introduced in the  

Stock Management system, record 

keeping, and recording of our sales.

As a Charitable Trust, the Council of 

National Trust of Guernsey are responsible 

for the correct financial management of 

the Trust. We have a legal duty to run the 

organisation in a way that would stand the 

test of external scrutiny.

We therefore agreed that the old system 

should be replaced with an effective sales 

management system that would provide 

us with:

• an accurate stock control system

• details of when to reorder stock

• accurate daily, weekly, and monthly  

sales figures

• most importantly, an audit trail which 

clearly verified that stock purchased was 

sold at the correct price and that the 

receipts got banked.

Much was made in the various news media 

about modernisation of the Victorian 

Parlour. This is not our intention and is far 

removed from reality. The Victorian Shop 

already has electricity, a digital card reader 

and CCTV, and will continue to flourish 

into the 21st century. There remains a time 

and a place for a handwritten journal at 

26 Cornet Street amidst the necessities of 

today. There will certainly be no beeping 

barcode scanner.

Since 1960, we remain a Trust body 

with a dedicated intention to preserve 

all things heritage, whilst balancing and 

accommodating modern day requirements, 

as they arise.

Tony Spruce, President 

Sara Lampitt, Vice President
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Lé Viaër Marchi 2020
Lé Viaër Marchi has worked so well for over half a century,  
each team being in the slipstream of great previous committees.

Having recently made the decision to  

cancel this year’s Viaër Marchi, it is worth 

knowing a little of what has happened 

before and how, come hell, high water  

and now Covid-19, Viaër Marchi always 

springs forward.

In 2001, the outbreak of Foot and Mouth 

disease led to the cancellation of the event. 

Many of us will recall the hellish situation 

endured by farming communities across 

the UK. It was briefly thought that the 

disease could cross species. Extensive 

measures were put in place to prevent 

humans carrying the disease on their boots 

and clothing from one place to another. 

Mandatory decontamination procedures 

were enforced which included disinfectant 

footbaths. Guiding thousands of people 

through disinfectant footbaths was neither 

feasible nor possible, the liability of cross-

contamination was unthinkable and the 

event was cancelled. 

In 2012, a Royal visit to Guernsey by TRH the 

Prince of Wales and the Duchess of Cornwall 

after months of torrential wet weather, 

prompted the second cancellation of  

Lé Viaër Marchi in its history. The saturated 

ground at Saumarez Park needed to be in 

the best possible condition for our royal 

visitors plus a substantial event programme. 

The haulage trucks required for the setting 

up and taking down of Lé Viaër Marchi, 

notwithstanding stallholder vehicles and 

the ensuing footfall of thousands of visitors 

would certainly have compromised the state 

of the ground ahead of the royal visit. 

Two cancellations in five decades ain’t bad, 

albeit those reasons pale into insignificance 

compared to the global health issues behind 

cancelling VM2020 in  

its six decade. 

Viaër Marchi 2020 or not, 

we have a huge thank  

you to share. Miraiker,  

our longstanding and  

UK-based Punch and Judy artiste suffered 

a car crash whilst travelling down to 

Portsmouth for Lé Viaër Marchi 2019.  

In her own words, she has recovered but  

the car did not, and so Miraiker has retired.

Come hell, high water and now Covid-19, 
Viaër Marchi always springs forward.
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The crowd enjoying Miraiker's  
2009 Punch & Judy show

At the last minute, Jenny Lovering stepped 

in with her Punch and Judy stall, was loved 

by many children and followed again at 

our Christmas Courtyard Market 2019. 

Jenny, thank you for stepping in. The event 

programme didn’t miss a heartbeat.

Miraiker, for all those journeys that you 

made, over all of the years, a huge thank 

you. In the knowledge that a picture says 

a thousand words, here is a photograph of 

your crowd in 2009. 

We look forward to next year’s Viaër Marchi 

and welcoming generations of families and 

friends on Monday 5th July 2021, an event 

which is eternally and fondly known for 

heralding Guernsey’s summer. 

By Sara Lampitt, Chairman, 

Lé Viaër Marchi Organising Committee 

M: 07781 165430 E: admin@nationaltrust.gg
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News

The Tomato Industry Exhibition 
Retires at The Folk & Costume Museum
Baon-jour!

We would like to extend our thanks and 
appreciation to Lloyd Robilliard for the loan  
of his Guernsey tomato industry exhibition. 

For the last 12 years visitors and National 
Trust members alike have enjoyed viewing the 
fascinating artefacts, arranged in a flowing 
“walk-through” style, which comprehensively 
encapsulated this golden era in the island’s 
horticultural industry. 

Originally the exhibition was put on by the 
Guernsey Museum, with Lloyd and Peter 
Brehaut working with the museum on points 
of detail. The exhibition artefacts and materials 
were then cared for by Lloyd who took charge 
and ownership of the 
“show” – ultimately bringing 
it to the Folk and Costume 
Museum in the summer of 
2009 under the then Curator, 
Paul le Pelley, shortly after 
the Scouts Exhibition was 
displayed in that room. So 
successful was the tomato 
exhibition that what was 
intended as a temporary 
showing became a fixture  
for over a decade.

This autumn it was decided 
by the Trust and Lloyd that 
it was time to repatriate the 
exhibition to his safekeeping. 
Over the last few months 
Lloyd has been carefully 
dismantling the packing 
shed, artefacts, machines, 
and graders, along with a 
large assortment of historical 
tomato industry items and 

removed them to his own storage site. This 
now makes way for new and shorter term 
exhibitions. There is the possibility that Lloyd 
may contribute from his collection of Guernsey 
memorabilia and artefacts and put on a 1950s 
radio and gramophone exhibition for the 
museum in due course. Other ideas are also in 
the pipeline for what will be officially named 
as the “Peggy Carey Room” in a ceremony 
scheduled for early summer.

Lloyd refers to himself as a “Torteval boy”  
and jokes that his “more recently” taken  
up residence in St Peter’s is actually a  
“holiday home”. Born and raised in Torteval, 
Lloyd’s father and grandfather were growers. 
A mechanic by training, Lloyd returned to 

the island after 
working in 
Australia for  
eight years as a 
young man and 
carried on in the 
family tradition  
of growing –  
this time in the 
flower industry. 

He is an annual 
exhibitor at the 
Le Viaër Marchi 
but his real love 
and passion is the 
West Show where 
he is heavily 
involved and 
spends quality 
time reminiscing 
and enjoying the 
company of his 
many friends. 

Tomato grading at Lloyd 
Robilliard and Peter Brehaut's 
recently retired exhibition
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NTG and Digimap 
collaboration
Back in January 2019, we asked out for walkers to map their 
tracks around National Trust of Guernsey lands. As if by magic, 
a group of volunteers appeared and, facing the challenges 
of bleak winter weather and smart phone technology, swiftly 
mapped a significant amount of NTG lands. 

Peter Harris, volunteer and former member of the digital 
mapping management board, loaded this vital information  
onto powerful mapping software ArcGIS, used by National  
Trust Guernsey and Digimap. 

This is not as simple as it sounds. Peter smoothed the digital 
pathways, rubbing out the points where we inevitably stop, 
walk around a tree, take in a view or go and retrieve a ball 
that the dog has lost interest in. He added bus stops, nearest 
conveniences, local points of interest and submitted the perfect 
route for each trail. A significant and essential piece of work.

Fast forward to March 2020 when NTG and Peter Harris 
attended a meeting convened by Digimap’s Project Manager 
Ian Taylor. We learnt the very exciting news that Digimap are 
developing a mobile app to provide useful information to people 
about where they are and what’s around them. One of these 
layers will include NTG walking routes which were originally 
mapped by volunteers and put together by Peter.

This work has been the focused project of Tom Stewart during 
his Software Engineering student work placement with Digimap 
from Bournemouth University. 

The app looks very exciting, notwithstanding the inclusion of 
NTG walking routes. It promises to be a go-to app to find a 
plethora of location information. It’s a great step forward for 
Guernsey’s digital mapping. 

We are eager to share news around June 2020, when the app is 
scheduled to launch.

In the meantime, we are indebted to the original mapping 
volunteer team, without whom the National Trust of Guernsey 
layer on the Digimap mobile app would not exist, and also 
Digimap for taking this project further.

This project has proved to have legs. We are extremely grateful 
to everyone who has been involved since the outset.

Sara Lampitt, Vice-President

As a fluent Guernésiais 
speaker he can be heard 
seamlessly swapping 
English for patois when 
he encounters old 
acquaintances. 

Presently, amongst  
many other pursuits  
and interest, Lloyd is 
restoring a threshing 
machine for the Vintage 
Agricultural Show held 
at Les Paysans (Longue 
Rocque) in St Peter’s 
(Lloyd’s “holiday” parish), 
the site of the West Show 
until 1984. 

We look forward to 
continuing to work with 
Lloyd into the future, with 
thanks for his help with 
NTG Ranger activities 
and most especially for 
his kind loan of the very 
special tomato industry 
exhibition for so  
many years. 

Lloyd - Thank you also 
for providing us with a 
taste of island nostalgia 
and helping to take the 
flavour of Guernsey’s past 
into the future. 

À la perchôine!

Sean Martin, Council Member
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Elizabeth College NT Rangers
Proudly wearing their traditional guernseys, the Elizabeth College Lower VI boys continue  
to provide regular and reliable Friday afternoon service to the Trust helping with a wide  
variety of tasks.

After the long summer recess the boys rolled 
up their sleeves again in the Autumn and  
were particularly active at The Folk & Costume 
Museum with courtyard weeding and sweeping 
as well as assisting with the end of season  
tidy up.

Particular attention was applied over several 
weeks to clearing out the workshop and 
storage hut so that Jim Whitmore had access 
to install robust shelving for all the event and 
maintenance items that are housed at the 
museum. This in turn has created space for  
the “new” ground floor office to take shape 
– well positioned for the museum manager 
Merrie Jee to keep a close eye on the visitor 
footfall, tours and shop activity during the  
busy museum season.

There was also a large quantity of recyclable 
cardboard to pack and cart away as well  
as the post-Christmas Courtyard 
event clear up, packing away of 
lights and general cartage  
of items about the site.

More recently the NTG Rangers 
have been weather-proofing the 
outside furniture at the museum and 
at Les Caches Farm site. They have 
made fast work in the application of 
teak oil on dozens of wooden tables, 
chairs and benches - items thirsty 
for protective oil nourishment after  
the weathering of sunshine and 
latterly the incessant wind and rain.

As the late Winter turns into Spring and 
Summer we look forward to working more on 
land and path clearance under Mike Brown’s 
direction - enjoying the wild remoteness of 
the more distant cliff and gorse land that falls 
under the Trust’s care.

Our thanks to Merrie and Nic Jee for their 
input and guidance at the museum over the 
last six months and to Margaret Rayer for the 
Quality Street rations that she kindly issues 
to the Ranger contingent on the satisfactory 
completion of tasks.

There may be the opportunity for the NTG 
Rangers to visit National Trust Jersey in due 
course to assist on land projects and to learn 
more about their organisation and how they 
manage their sites on our sister island.

Sean Martin, Council Member
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News

NTG Quiz 2020
Any of you who often take part in quizzes, 
or who simply watch ‘Mastermind’ or ‘Only 
Connect’ on occasion, will recognise the harsh 
reality of two participants being faced with a 
tie-break question from which the outcome 
of the contest will be determined. No matter 
how well each had performed in answering all 
manner of questions in reaching that point, 
all rests on that single answer to a question 
which, in some instances, might well depend 
on a degree of luck rather than knowledge. 
It is, perhaps, even more harsh when that 
participant has been part of a team but is  
now answering on their own.

So it was, toward the end of 
this year’s National Trust of 
Guernsey Annual Quiz at St 
James when two teams had 
tied on 147 points each, already 
an impressive score out of a 
maximum possible of 160. At 
the time, to add to the air of 
suspense, they did not know 
that they were in joint first place.

Nevertheless, it was ‘The 
Alternative Facts’ who gained 
that extra point to edge ahead 
of ‘It’s Definitely Whitney’ and 
to become this year’s winners, 
by getting closer to stating the 
spectator capacity of the Nou 
Camp, Barcelona FC’s Stadium.  
For anyone who wants to know, it is 99,354. 

All our teams had answered six rounds of 
twenty general knowledge questions that were 
centred on a different theme in each round. 
During the supper break, teams worked their 
way through a further round featuring twenty 
somewhat more challenging puzzles.

The Quiz was in the unusual position this year 
of having attracted forty-three teams asking 
to take part. Whilst this was very welcome 
and reassuring news for the Trust, it was 
disappointing to have to turn away so many 
to keep within the maximum capacity of thirty 
tables. We hope that all the teams who took 
part, and those who were not able to be there, 
will be just as keen next year. 
 continued...

It was the second time we’ve supported this 
excellent, high profile event in support of  
the preservation of the island’s heritage. 
Once again, it was a great success 
– exemplified by the fact that it was 
significantly oversubscribed, with people  
just turning up on the night in the hope of 
being able to get a table. 
Richard Fox, head of residential at Savills Guernsey
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Members will likely be aware of major renovation work 
currently being undertaken to both the exterior and 
interior of St James. Fortunately, the scaffolding inside the 
Whittaker Hall did not detract from the usual ambience for 
this popular event. 

We were pleased to welcome Cooked by James Ferguson 
as our caterers for the evening, providing baked potatoes, 
with a range of toppings, salad and coleslaw, and the Trust 
was most grateful to those volunteers who kindly baked 
home-made cakes.

This year’s raffle raised almost £900 and the Trust thanks all 
those firms and individuals who donated prizes. As last year, 
we are pleased to thank Savills, our principal sponsor, from 
whom Nick Paluch kindly presented the prizes. The Trust 
is grateful to CCD Architects, Islands and Carey Olsen for 
generously providing the prizes for the top three teams.  
We should also mention all who helped behind the scenes to 
make this annual feature in the Island’s quiz circuit possible. 
In particular, Margaret Rayer, for managing the table 
bookings, Jemma Field for arranging the raffle, and Sean 
and Caroline McManus along with Dave and Claire Hobson, 
for issuing papers and collecting in answer sheets, marking 
them and keeping track of the scores. Peter Hughes, the 
Trust’s Honorary Secretary, who had set the questions for 
recent quizzes, this year also took on the role of Quizmaster 
and host for the evening.

Finally, as always, our thanks go to all the teams taking part, 
without whose support the evening would not have been 
such a successful and enjoyable one for us all.

The Trust always welcomes corporate sponsorship or 
personal donations so, if you or your organisation are,  
or you know someone who might be, interested in helping  
to ensure that the NTG Quiz continues in the future, please 
contact Jemma Field at emc@nationaltrust.gg. Meanwhile, 
we look forward to seeing you again on Wednesday,  
3rd February 2021. Please make a note of the date.

Peter Hughes, Honorary Secretary and Quiz organiser

NT Quiz 2020 
continued

Translators
In February, we asked out 
for volunteer translators to 
provide French and German 
copy for printed publications 
at all of our public properties. 
We are humbled at the 
generous responses of  
help from volunteers within  
the Island and European 
countries too. 

For 2021, all of our properties 
will have information for our 
French and German visitors. 
Thank you to our volunteer 
translators, currently beavering 
away with translations which 
are not an easy task, due to 
the heritage nature of the 
properties and unavoidable 
historic terminology. 

We are mindful that these 
offers of help come from 
individuals across Europe 
who, since offering help, will 
certainly have felt the pressure 
of Coronavirus within their 
circles of family and friends. 
Our thanks are amplified and 
deeply respectful.
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Looking  
forward

The Ivy Trust 
Planting trees at Les Caches Farm. An area for 
tree-planting has been prepared to enhance 
the landscape at Les Caches. Scheduled for 
April 2020 and now postponed, we look 
forward to sharing news as soon as possible.

Build a Bat Box at Les Caches  
Farm with Guernsey Bat 
Conservation Trust
With its wide-open skies, Les Caches provides 
an incredible skyscape for bats. Originally 
planned for April 2020, this brilliant project 
which includes bat-mapping technology 
that has to be seen to be believed, will be 
rescheduled for next best bat time. 

The Pollinator Project
Exchange of ideas between National Trust of 
Guernsey and The Pollinator Project at Les 
Caches Farm continues. Individual site visits 
will continue where possible, to determine how 
we can help our pollinators.

Inter-Island Environment Meeting 
2020 (IIEM2020) 
Still scheduled to take place in September, 
this is a gathering of environmental experts 
and supporters, representing Jersey and the 
Bailiwick Islands of Guernsey.

Diamond Anniversary 2020 for 
National Trust of Guernsey
All property openings and events, including  
Lé Viaër Marchi, have been cancelled. We hope 
everything planned for 2020 will be closely 
rescheduled for 2021.
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Please expect to pay for parking at National 
Trust England, Wales and Northern Ireland 
(NTEWNI) sites. Free parking at NTEWNI 
sites has never been part of Reciprocal 
Arrangements. NTEWNI’s Pay and Display  
car-parking technology is already installed 
at many sites and will be introduced at many 
more in forthcoming years. 

Ever aware of the upkeep and maintenance 
costs of managing heritage sites, the NTG 
understands the modest charges being made, 
acknowledging, as it does, the huge benefit to 
its Members of free entry to the vast majority 
of NTEWNI properties beyond the car park. 

NTEWNI has asked us to let them know of any 
entry problems at specific sites and we rely on 
you, our Members, to keep us informed if this 
should be the case. 

When travelling, please take your NTG 
Membership card with you. NTEWNI has 
copies of the design, so you should be 
recognised as eligible for benefits under the 
reciprocal arrangements. 

Although our windscreen stickers remain 
available to show your valued support for NTG, 
they do not entitle Members to free parking.

Replacement membership cards and car 
stickers can be obtained by contacting:  
Jenny Gallie, Membership Secretary 
M: 07781 108805 
E: membership@nationaltrust.gg

At the time of writing, 
NTEWNI has decided to close 
its properties, parks and 
gardens until further notice, 
to help restrict the spread of 
coronavirus. The situation may 
have changed by the time our 
Autumn Newsletter reaches 
you, and so, we are publishing 
our standard advice about 
what can be expected as part 
of the generous Reciprocal 
Arrangements enjoyed between 
National Trust of Guernsey  
and NTEWNI. 

NTG Members benefit from Reciprocal 
Arrangements with: 

British Isles: National Trust (England, Wales, 
Northern Ireland), National Trust for Scotland, 
National Trust Jersey

Worldwide: National Trusts of Australia (ACT) 
(Northern Territories) (Tasmania) Heritage New 
Zealand Pouhere Taonga, Bermuda National 
Trust, National Trust of the Cayman Islands, 
National Trust for Malta, National Trust for Fiji.

Reciprocal 
Arrangements



Les Caches Farm
Available for events
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This historic property and idyllic setting provides a delightful 
environment for gatherings for up to 100 people, with opportunities 
also to enjoy the grounds at Les Caches Farm.

The only traditional Guernsey farmhouse 

and outbuildings available for hire sits 

amidst meadows in the quiet hamlet of  

Les Villets, Forest. The farmhouse consists 

of two rooms, over two floors, each 

running the length of the building. The first 

floor of the farmhouse, with a fine vaulted 

ceiling, accommodates up to sixty people. 

The ground floor, with fireplaces at each 

end, opens out onto a gravelled courtyard, 

with access to The Walter Langlois Barn 

and surrounding land.

Rates and Availability

The property and surrounding grounds are 

available for a variety of events. Hourly hire 

rates range from £30 per hour to £80 per 

hour. For more detailed information, types 

of events and special conditions, please 

see our website: www.nationaltrust.gg/

places-to-visit/les-caches-farm les-caches-

farm-as-an-event-location/

To arrange a visit and learn more please 

contact: Jemma Charlotte Field,  

Estate Manager and Co-ordinator:  

E: emc@nationaltrust.gg M: 07781 106461

Patois Photograph© for National Trust of Guernsey

©theweddingcompany.gg
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See more world heritage 
more easily

National Trust of Guernsey Members enjoy free entry 

to all National Trust properties in England, Wales and 

Northern Ireland. Parking charges will apply. Membership 

is your chance to support us and enjoy some of the 

world’s finest heritage properties and places.

Membership from £25 pa


