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Dear Members,

As I write this year’s Foreword I remain confident for 2021. Whilst 
the second lockdown has been a great disappointment to us all, 
we know that last year’s experiences, coupled with the arrival of a 
speedy vaccine rollout, can surely give us genuine confidence that 
2021 should be a more normal year for the Trust.

Since our Autumn Newsletter much  

has happened. A more detailed set of 

reports follows within these pages, but  

in short, I am pleased to say that work  

has now commenced at Church House,  

St Sampson’s.

After a year of being closed, The Victorian 

Parlour will open its doors under Caro 

Drake's management with a whole host  

of new wares on sale.

The Christmas Shop at the Folk and 

Costume Museum had a bumper period 

of sales in the run-up to Christmas, and 

the Christmas Market evening event was 

a fantastic success. This and much more 

news is covered by Jemma’s report as 

Estate Manager and Coordinator. 

Of note, we are announcing a new business 

partnership with La Barbarie Hotel for 

Fermain Tower. I am confident that this 

new arrangement will be of benefit to 

the Trust. La Barbarie are known for 

their professionalism and high levels of 

service. They will make the Tower available 

to guests seven days per week, and in 

addition will offer our guests the use  

of their swimming pool, and of course  

their fine restaurant and bar will also  

be available. 

My thanks go to Guernsey Self Catering 

who have done a great job on our behalf 

over the past two years. 

President's Welcome
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In February 2021, the Trust learnt of a 

planning application to install an Umbrella 

Bar on the picnic area at the Fermain  

Beach Café.

As the owner of the neighbouring Fermain 

Tower, we felt that the scale and design 

of the proposed Umbrella Bar were not 

appropriate within the setting of Protected 

Monument 77 (PM77) which includes the 

whole of the Fermain North Battery, the 

Tower and the immediate surrounding 

area, but not the 20th Century buildings. 

The Trust have therefore submitted a 

letter of representation to highlight that 

the proposed planning application was 

within the defined extent of the Protected 

Monument PM77 and stated that, whilst 

there was no objection to the current, 

longstanding, use of the picnic area as  

a welcome and necessary service for 

visitors to the Bay, we felt that the scale 

and proximity of the Umbrella Bar were out 

of keeping with the area. We look forward 

to seeing the decision in due course.

Last year’s membership growth surpassed 

our expectations. Whilst the impact of 

Covid did affect our membership growth 

figures, we were pleased to secure another 

53 single members and another 11 life 

members. We now have 2,177 members. 

My thanks go to the Guernsey 

Conservation Volunteers who have 

continued to support us throughout the 

year. During last year the GCV cleared 

bracken at Le Bigard, and cleared water 

dropwort and hemlock, plus cut the 

meadow in Talbot Valley Orchid fields. 

Bequests and Donations

I feel that I can never thank the people 

of Guernsey enough for their generous 

support by way of bequests or donations 

of property, land, or funds.

Since I last wrote we are grateful to have 

been offered a number of parcels of land 

on our South coast cliff. All relevant land 

search processes are now underway which 

hopefully will result in more areas of land 

being protected for the benefit and use of 

all Islanders.

Over the past couple of years, we have 

been fortunate to receive a substantial 

bequest from Mr David Russell, and in 

addition a number of donations of varying 

sizes from two Trust Companies and other 

kind individuals.

It is these generously given funds, together 

with the funds we generate ourselves, 

that have enabled the Trust to restore and 

conserve the Fermain Tower, and in doing 

so create a fantastic and unique addition to 

the Island’s leisure market.

President's Welcome Continued
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These kind donations have also enabled  

us to complete Les Caches Farm which, 

since its public opening in 2017, has 

enabled hundreds of Islanders to enjoy  

the buildings and land for private or  

larger events. 

Turning to the North of the Island, Creve 

Coeur will soon be available for public 

access, and as I have mentioned, the 

restoration of Church House is now 

underway where we plan to create an 

interpretation centre highlighting the 

importance and history of the granite 

industry in Guernsey.

It is worth noting that funds are always 

difficult to raise and there is always more 

that can be achieved, and that whilst the 

Pandemic has had a negative impact on 

our funds, I genuinely wish to thank all  

who continue to support the work of the 

Trust, whether it be by financial support,  

or by volunteering. 

As always, I must finish by thanking our 

staff and volunteers for navigating their 

way through an unprecedented year. We 

would like, in particular, to thank Merrie in 

her role as Museum Manager during this 

difficult period, and wish her all the best 

for the future.

I genuinely wish to thank all 
who continue to support the 
work of the Trust, whether  
it be by financial support,  
or by volunteering. 

https://nationaltrust.gg/
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We said farewell to an unusual 2020 with a wonderful festive  
event at the Folk and Costume Museum – our characterful  
and charming Christmas Courtyard Market. 

What a thriving little hive of activity it 

was, with record numbers of visitors and 

festive artisan stalls. Whimsical twinkling 

lights surrounded the Courtyard where 

Trust volunteers served Bean Jar and hot 

drinks. Audrey Castanha served curries 

and more from the Amchi Bus food tram 

and hot slices of Wallow Farm’s hog roast 

were served into buns, enjoyed by many. 

Children sat on hay bales to watch a 

hilariously cheeky Punch and Judy show 

and, as Guernsey Glee singers performed 

Christmas carols around the Courtyard 

tree, it finally felt as though Christmas 

was just around the corner. Thank you to 

everyone involved and especially to our 

visitors at this night of fairy tale charm. 

Keen diarists and plan-ahead stallholders, 

please pencil in Monday 13 December for 

the 2021 Christmas Courtyard Market at 

Saumarez Park. 

Our annual Quiz – always the first event 

of any new year – had to be postponed 

due to the lockdown restrictions. For us 

and many local organisations in a similar 

position, this was disappointing but, with 

all the preparatory work completed by our 

Quiz Master, Councillor Peter Hughes, we 

are locked and loaded and ready to go 

as soon as a new date becomes possible. 

This year’s new venue of The Grammar 

School sports hall allowed for greater 

occupancy levels which certainly pleased 

our teams and an ever-growing waiting list. 

We look forward to being in touch about 

a new date for this very popular and great 

fundraising event for the Trust.

Les Caches Farm is gearing up for a busy 

summer ahead with a record number of 

wedding blessings booked for 2021 and 

bookings already being taken for 2022. 

With the updated Marriage Law due to 

come into effect in March 2021, it is highly 

likely that marriages will be permitted at 

Les Caches Farm and we look forward 

to welcoming the happy couples, their 

families and friends to our beautiful 

premises to celebrate their special day. 

Estate Management

https://nationaltrust.gg/
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Les Caches Farm also 

lends itself well to a 

number of different types 

of events such as yoga 

classes, acoustic music 

sessions, board meetings, 

photographic shoots, 

humanist funerals, naming 

ceremonies and private 

parties. Should you be 

interested in holding any of the above 

events at Les Caches Farm or have some 

ideas of your own, please contact me to  

see how we can help.

Spring and Summer are glorious months 

at Les Caches which, subject to private 

events, is open to the public throughout 

the season. For 2021, we open on Thursday, 

6 May 2021, and will be open Wednesday 

to Sunday inclusive, from 10.30am until 

12.30pm until the end of September. Please 

do pay a visit and enjoy the charm of this 

unique Guernsey farmhouse, outbuildings 

and pastures, nestled in the tranquil hamlet 

of Les Villets, Forest, dating from the 15th 

to mid-19th Century.

Les Caches Farm is gearing up for 
a busy summer ahead. Photograph 
credit: ©theweddingcompany.gg 
for National Trust of Guernsey

Please do pay a visit and enjoy the charm 
of this unique Guernsey farmhouse, 
outbuildings and pastures, nestled in 
the tranquil hamlet of Les Villets, Forest, 
dating from the 15th to mid-19th Century.

https://nationaltrust.gg/
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Fermain Tower enjoyed almost 100% 

occupancy to the end of the year once 

2020 lockdown restrictions had been lifted. 

We are so grateful to Islanders for showing 

their support of this fine conservation and 

restoration with a repurpose. It truly fills 

us with joy to receive an abundance of 

positive feedback from those who stayed 

at the Tower:

“We loved it thanks, the peace and quiet 

was perfect, and can’t really think of a 

way to dramatically improve it. Had all 

the facilities needed, recommended it to 

everyone we know!”

“We had a wonderful time. Best part - 

having the beach to ourselves and the 

wonderful sound of the waves. Enjoying 

early morning swims and the luxury of a 

hot shower immediately afterwards!”

“What we enjoyed most was the 

tranquillity and listening to the sea 

washing over the pebbles - we found it very 

therapeutic as we lay in bed! I honestly 

don’t believe that there was / is anything 

you can do to improve someone’s stay at 

the tower - it is beautifully furnished and 

kitted out, it was everything and more that 

we were expecting. We would definitely 

recommend it to friends”.

We thank Guernsey Self Catering for their 

excellent booking service and management 

of the Fermain Tower since we opened. 

With effect from 1 February 2021 and 

operating in a new partnership with La 

Barbarie Hotel, we continue to welcome 

guests to the tower. Our booking diary is 

filling up fast for 2021 so please be quick to 

secure your preferred dates. Fermain Tower 

was recently named as #2 Staycation places 

by Coast Magazine. That’s worth a fanfare.

Take a tour and book:  
W: nationaltrust.gg/fermain-tower 
E: reservations@nationaltrust.gg 
T: +44 (0)1481 235217

I write this report during the February 2021 

lockdown. I am hopeful that normal life 

will resume soon and even more hopeful 

that, this year, we will be able to hold our 

ever-popular Viaër Marchi. As you know, we 

were unable to hold this event in 2020 but, 

all being well, it will make its big, bright and 

buoyant appearance at Saumarez Park on 

Monday, 5 July. Planning for this year’s event 

is already underway… so watch this space! 

By Jemma Charlotte Field,  

Estate Manager and Coordinator 

M: +44 (0)7781 106461  

E: emc@nationaltrust.gg

The beautifully restored Fermain Tower

https://nationaltrust.gg/
https://nationaltrust.gg/fermain-tower
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Scaffold contractors were in huge demand 

as the builders played catch up on the 

work that had been delayed and, by the 

time we rose to the top of the queue, the 

Christmas break was upon us followed 

swiftly by lockdown 2.0.

So much for the hope that we would have 

the roof repairs underway by October, but 

as Spring typically brings with it a certain 

optimism, we will cling to that thought and 

try again in a month’s time.

The pre-Christmas period was not without 

progress as we were able to make a start 

on the internal renovations at Church 

House, St. Sampson's, starting with the 

renovation of the sash windows. These 

were removed from their openings and the 

frames stripped down to their component 

parts before being re-assembled with 

new sills and portions of the sash boxes 

repaired or renewed. The glazed sashes will 

be attended to once we have confirmation 

from Planning whether thin section 

double glazing will be permitted and, if 

so, some careful work will be required to 

accommodate the sealed units.

Property
The fallout from the 2020 lockdown was such that  
plans to get to grips with the work at Glenbardie  
stalled as contractors dealt with the aftermath. 

Examining the chimney and 
roof structure at Church House

https://nationaltrust.gg/
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The final frames were completed after  

the seasonal break and all have now  

been reinstalled.

As expected, most of the timber lintels 

over the internal and external structural 

openings were beyond repair and it 

was agreed that reinforced concrete 

replacements could be used in their place, 

there being little historical merit in using 

modern timber. Many of the original timber 

lintels were simply split pine logs fixed 

back-to-back with dowels drilled and fixed 

through to hold them secure and, in most 

instances, it was simply a case of pulling 

away the rotten timber by hand having 

supported the masonry above.

Fortunately, in two areas we were able to 

retain the more robust regularly shaped 

lintels and these were reinforced before 

benefitting from a chemical treatment.

On the exterior, the next major step, now 

that we have the scaffold in place, is to 

record the detail of the existing chimney 

and roof structure. This will allow us to 

demolish and replicate the chimney on a 

damp proof lead tray and re-slate the roof 

using as far as possible reclaimed slate 

from the original. 

Fermain Tower has been a real success 

in terms of occupation rate but this 

brings with it the problem of having only 

very brief opportunities to attend to the 

maintenance works, so we were relieved 

to have finally programmed in a date for 

the fitting of the hatch guardrail at rooftop 

deck level. It is a fairly small job, but 

required transport, cranes and contractors 

to be in the same place at the same 

time having due regard for the weather 

forecast and after a few false starts it was 

considered achievable on the 25 January.

On January 23, lockdown 2.0 was 

announced, so the arrangement was 

cancelled, and we get to do it all again later!

In the meantime, a new bed frame, hand 

made by Devils End Joinery, whose superb 

work is already admired throughout the 

tower, is nearing completion. Delivery of 

the accompanying custom-made mattress 

is subject to delay as the original supplier 

is waiting for material stocks to arrive – 

another Covid related matter. This bed 

and the way it works from cabin to roof 

level and back again, has been carefully 

designed. We very much look forward to 

putting this in place. 

Hopefully, we can look forward 
to less frustrating times with 
our workstream back on track, 
and all the more reason for 
some Spring optimism.

By Jim Whitmore, Property Manager

https://nationaltrust.gg/
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As I sit here in my study, I have been watching the reaction on 
social media by Islanders to the current Covid outbreak.

I am struck by the generosity and mutual 

help and cooperation demonstrated by 

the vast majority of our fellow Islanders. 

It occurred to me that this generosity is 

exemplified by the donations of land that 

the Trust has received over the years and,  

I am delighted to report, continue to receive 

to this day.

One of my first tasks on joining Council was 

to conclude the conveyance of a substantial 

area of land surrounding La Prévôté Tower. 

This was a particularly pleasing acquisition 

as the site bordered an existing holding 

of the Trust. Since then, coincidentally or 

not, there have been an unusual amount of 

land donations. Currently, we are working 

to convey two more donations, one in the 

north of the island and a second comprising 

three plots of land on and near the south 

coast. We are also mindful of lands to be 

conveyed at future dates.

Whilst plots of land on the cliffs may have 

little monetary value, their value to the Trust 

and its promise to preserve Guernsey’s 

heritage for future generations of Islanders, 

is incalculable. Some past donations are 

easy to explain, for example a non-resident 

who may never have been to Guernsey 

inheriting land on the death of a distant 

relative. Others, including one of the current 

Lands

The Trust protects a substantial area 
of land around La Prévôté Tower

https://nationaltrust.gg/
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donations, are made by local residents who 

care passionately about their lands and their 

place within our beautiful island, with the 

promise never to be spoilt by developers, 

are truly appreciated. These sites are in the 

right hands to ensure their preservation  

for future generations. 

The financial situation of the 

Trust whilst being fully solvent 

means that unfortunately we 

cannot go into the market and 

buy land as it becomes available 

and therefore, without these 

generous donations, our aim of 

creating large contiguous blocks of land 

would be impossible.

There is, however, another side of the coin: 

the more land we acquire the more we will 

need the help of volunteers to maintain it. 

We are eternally grateful to the Guernsey 

Conservation Volunteers who year after 

year help us maintain our more important 

sites of biodiversity, but we need more help. 

Recently, we have had a small piece of land 

“adopted” by some residents who will carry 

out small scale maintenance of a section of 

pathway and I would encourage any like-

minded members to contact me if they are 

able to adopt plots.

I have deliberately avoided mentioning  

any benefactors by name at this stage 

and hope to acknowledge their generosity 

sometime in the near future. For now –  

and as the saying goes – ‘you know 

who you are’ – please accept our public 

thank you for your generous acts, as will 

Guernsey’s community in years to come. 

By Mike Brown, Land Manager

We are eternally grateful to the 
Guernsey Conservation Volunteers who 
year after year help us maintain our 
more important sites of biodiversity.

https://nationaltrust.gg/
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As I’m writing this we have entered our second lockdown in 
Guernsey after a great #GuernseyTogether summer and Christmas 
season with more visitors than ever at the Christmas shop and 
Courtyard Market! Thank you to everyone who supported us in 
2020. We hope to see you again this year.

For 2021 we have lowered our student 

admission prices, hopefully encouraging 

more young people and individuals 

studying to access Guernsey’s culture  

and heritage at our site. One of our 

favourite parts of last year was welcoming 

school groups to the Museum for 

washdays during their visits, enabling them 

to have a hands-on learning activity so 

they could understand more about life in 

days gone by. 

The Folk &  
Costume Museum
At Saumarez Park since 1968

Classic Cars are due back at 
the Courtyard in September

https://nationaltrust.gg/
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We’re starting the year with some more 

beautiful costume displays, replacing our 

30s clothing with 50s fashion and Caro 

Drake, our Costume Curator covers the 

2021 exhibitions in her article overleaf.

During the closing section of my article in 

this newsletter I would like to announce 

my departure from my role as Museum 

Manager at the Folk and Costume Museum. 

This has been a great learning experience 

for me and I am grateful for the opportunity 

to take on this role. It’s a truly interesting 

position which gave me experiences in 

many different roles in the Trust. 

We hope to see you all as soon as we  

can open our doors again. Here’s to 

another strange and busy but hopefully 

successful year.

By Merrie Jee, Museum Manager 

Museum: +44 (0)1481 255384 

M: +44 (0)7781 127476 

E: fcm@nationaltrust.gg

Planned for this year and always 
subject to government guidelines: 
• The Guernsey Vintage & Classic 

Tractor Club will start their 

first run of the year from the 

Courtyard from 9.30am to 

10.30am on Sunday, 21 March

• The Spinners will be back on the 

Courtyard every 3rd Thursday 

of the month for the Summer 

season (15 April, 20 May, 17 June, 

15 July, 19 August, 16 September, 

21 October) between 10am and 

12 noon

• Classic Cars on the Courtyard 

from 4.30pm on Sunday, 26 

September with free entry for all

• Christmas Courtyard Market from 

5pm on Monday, 13 December

One of our favourite parts of last year was 
welcoming school groups to the Museum for 
washdays during their visits, enabling them to 
have a hands-on learning activity so they could 
understand more about life in days gone by. 

https://nationaltrust.gg/
mailto:fcm%40nationaltrust.gg?subject=


nationaltrust.gg 13

Costumes

I must say that 26 Cornet Street really  

is a tardis-like building, with so much  

space inside, and a wonderful view over 

Havelet but – there are the stairs! I don't 

think I have ever been so fit, carrying all 

those clothes up three flights, who needs 

the gym? I must thank my volunteers 

Audrie, Joy, Shelagh, Maisie and Clare  

for all their help, support and making me 

laugh so much.

We have three fantastic exhibitions 

planned for The Folk and Costume 

Museum, and I do hope we manage to get 

them all up. Lockdown 2.0 has certainly put 

a spanner in the works but I am an optimist 

and we will keep our fingers crossed. 

We are still heading in the direction as 

described in the Autumn Newsletter. 

The first-floor exhibitions will showcase 

the 1950s, plus Olivia de Havilland and 

Dior. Downstairs, the central showcase 

is dedicated to the work of Guernsey 

resident Marie Bisson (1927-1964). An 

artist, designer and the woman behind the 

costumes at Guernsey’s 1953 Coronation 

Pageant, Marie Bisson’s work is displayed 

through original sketches, illustrations and 

correspondence of the time, together with 

three of her own garments. 

However, we have expanded certain areas. 

The 1950’s exhibitions focus on ‘Night and 

Day’ – the colour, the synthetic fabrics, 

the fun and the excited reaction against 

wartime austerity.

1950’s ‘Night and Day’ 
costume exhibitions

My volunteers and I have been 
very busy this winter, tackling 
the mammoth project of moving 
the entire Costume Collection 
from Les Baissieres warehouse 
to the three floors above  
The Victorian Parlour.

https://nationaltrust.gg/
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The designer Barbara Hulanicki, founder 

of ‘the 1970s shop’ Biba describes young 

women in Brighton in 1950. 

‘The young girls wore the latest polished 

dirndl1 skirts under which swished 

petticoats of paper nylon, They wore 

colours that rocked the grey pavements...

their dark heads feather-cut in boyish  

style, ears weighed down by bright  

coloured giant button earrings.’ 

From The Button Box by Lynn Knight

Fans of the ‘Olivia and Dior’ exhibition will 

be delighted to hear that the exhibition  

has been expanded. In our last Newsletter, 

we updated Members about the 

conversation with Tess Wagner in America 

and the discovery of photos with Olivia 

wearing (what we call) ‘our orange dress’ 

alongside Bette Davis at the 1964 film 

premiere Hush Hush Sweet Charlotte. In 

late Autumn 2020, we opened a line of 

communication with Dior Heritage in Paris 

who were beyond helpful with providing 

a copy of the original Dior design of the 

orange dress. To say we were excited was 

an understatement. 

We haven't been so lucky with the black 

and white Dior ‘Chevauchee’ dress, as it 

appears to have been extensively altered for 

Olivia's part in the Chevauchee. 

1 Traditionally worn by women and girls in southern Germany, Austria, Liechtenstein, Switzerland and Alpine regions 
of Italy. A dirndl consists of a close-fitting bodice featuring a low neckline, a blouse worn under the bodice, a wide 
high-waisted skirt and an apron.

Generously provided by Dior Heritage, an illustration and photograph of 'Celadon', as worn by  
Olivia de Havilland and part of the Trust's collection.

https://nationaltrust.gg/
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There is one more treat planned but 

lockdown has put it on hold, so let's keep  

it as a surprise and hope that we can  

make it happen. 

Marie Bisson had a short but full life, and 

we are so pleased to be able to honour 

her through the ground floor exhibition 

space. Before Christmas I was introduced 

to her daughter Sarah Dorey and ‘Mum’ 

Marion Dorey. We enjoyed a poignant yet 

lighthearted meeting appreciating their 

recollections and bringing to life some of 

Marie’s character through the extensive 

collection of artwork loaned to the Trust 

some years ago.

In dramatic contrast to the jelly bean 

colour pop of 1950’s Night and Day 

exhibition, Marie’s personal designs 

favour muted shimmering palettes 

most likely influenced by the designer 

Norman Hartnell, famous for designing 

the wedding dress and coronation robe 

for Queen Elizabeth II. We are also 

showing complimentary items with similar 

influences from this period. 

There are definitely two sides to 1950s 

fashion in colour and style. Which will  

you prefer?

By Caro Drake, Costume Curator 

T: +44 (0)1481 728451 

E: costumecurator@nationaltrust.gg

Marie Bisson
1927–1964

Evacuated from Guernsey to Rochdale in her teenage 
years Marie graduated from Manchester School of Art 

and went on to work with the costume team at Sadler’s 
Wells Ballet Company before returning to Guernsey and 

organising costumes for the1953 Coronation Pageant 
involving hundreds of Islanders

Original artwork and correspondence of the time tell the 
positive experience of wartime evacuation and how 
Marie brought her acquired skills back to the Island

Sketches, paintings and items of dress belonging to the 
family collection are complemented by pieces from the 

National Trust of Guernsey Costume Collection 

Ground floor costume exhibition

&Folk
Costume 
Museum

Saumarez Park

National Trust of Guernsey

Guernsey
nationaltrust.gg

When a picture says 
a thousand words

https://nationaltrust.gg/
mailto:costumecurator%40nationaltrust.gg?subject=
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This winter has been really busy behind the  
bottle-green barrel shutters at 26 Cornet Street. 

Whilst building on the fantastic work by 

previous shop manager Elizabeth Lihou, 

we wanted to have a fresh start which 

involved clearing out some old stock. 

The subsequent Basement Bargain Sale 

last November was really successful and 

ultimately provided me with a clear space to 

plan how stock, artefacts and storage could 

all work together. As various items were on 

the move and new clear spaces emerged, I 

can only compare it to playing a giant game 

of Solitaire! The basement sale also enabled 

Sara and myself to meet our Cornet Street 

neighbours, regulars, customers new to the 

building and most excitingly Marie-Louise 

Webb (née Le Poidevin), a descendant of 

the Le Poidevin family who had run the 

shop for many years until its closure shortly 

after World War II.

My aim for the shop is to keep its original 

spirit and, as we are called The Victorian 

Parlour, make it more classically Victorian. 

This will also be reflected in the new stock 

lines we are bringing in, with a focus 

on well-made and well-designed gifts, 

mainly from craftspeople and not mass 

production factories. 

I am an embroiderer by training, so one 

of the areas we will be concentrating on 

will be haberdashery, both vintage and 

new products traditionally made from 

two countries that excel in this area, 

England and Japan. We are also excited 

to be working exclusively with some local 

makers to produce bespoke ranges for the 

shop. The sweetie jars remain permanent 

residents at 26 Cornet Street, together 

with sugar mice – I have been told that it 

makes a difference to their flavour if they 

have tails, so tails have been requested! 

Everything was going swimmingly ‘til,  

bam, second lockdown. Whilst we are 

aiming to open on Tuesday 13 April, it is 

unlikely we will be welcoming visitors  

from outside the Bailiwick at this time 

The Victorian Shop 
and Parlour at  
26 Cornet Street

https://nationaltrust.gg/
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and, by happy coincidence, one project 

that we are working on will really come 

into its own. We’ll be running social media 

pages for the shop, particularly Instagram 

favoured by so many creatives around the 

world. Vintage haberdashery is a big ‘thing’ 

at the moment and we are sure our pages 

will create a lot of interest around the 

world. An exciting prospect for this little 

corner of heritage Guernsey.

At this point and in my dual role of Shop 

Manager and Costume Curator, my two 

reports collide. Whilst moving our entire 

costume collection from Les Baissieres 

warehouse to the townhouse above the 

shop at 26 Cornet Street, my volunteers 

and I have come across the most amazing 

tiny treasures, so tiny that they would get 

totally lost in the bigger displays up at the 

Folk and Costume Museum. One of our 

plans is to have a small Victorian Curiosity 

Cabinet in the Shop parlour, showcasing 

different small artefacts from the Trust 

collection each month. There will always be 

something new for Islanders to see, all of 

which have a local provenance. 

Saving some important news until last, we 

have listened to feedback and will now be 

open from Monday to Saturday each week 

from April until September. Our Victorian 

Christmas Shop will open for an extended 

period and in tandem with the Museum 

Christmas Shop dates at the Folk and 

Costume Museum.

There is a lot to do before April and we will 

be working away at The Victorian Shop 

and Parlour as government guidelines 

allow. We look forward to hearing the 

chime of the shop doorbell and the ring  

of the wooden till when we open for 2021. 

Caro Drake, Manager 

The Victorian Shop and Parlour at  

26 Cornet Street 

T: +44 (0)1481 728451 

E: 26cornetstreet@nationaltrust.gg

Clockwise from top left: No.26 
Cornet Street 1976 ©Barry 
Owen Jones and reproduced by 
kind permission | Retail space 
has been expanded, together 
with exhibition space for some 
outstanding items. "Miniature 
Dolls for Dolls" | The November 
basement sale provided Caro with 
a clear space for stock and storage 

https://nationaltrust.gg/
mailto:26cornetstreet%40nationaltrust.gg?subject=
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Lé Viaër Marchi
At the time of writing, we are about to enter Stage 3 of Guernsey’s 
Exit from lockdown and all being well, we aim to hold this year’s  
Lé Viaér Marchi on Monday 5 July.

As I mentioned during the Spring 

Newsletter, we fully expect a plethora of 

Island events this summer, particularly from 

charities who, like us, have missed out on 

important fundraising events over the past 

year. Please make a note in your diaries 

and support us well.

Two lockdowns may have provided artisan 

crafters a welcome amount of time to be 

productive, and this year’s stallholders 

may have an increased range of stock to 

sell. We look forward to welcoming new 

stallholders and seeing familiar stalls again.

Another benefit of lockdown has been  

the opportunity to clear out lofts and 

storage spaces. 

Perhaps the only promise that we can 

make, is that we now have enough  

Bric-a-Brac for this year’s event. 

https://nationaltrust.gg/
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Our thanks go to everyone who has 

donated items, resulting in a wide range 

of interesting and collectible pieces at the 

2021 Bric-a-Brac tables. 

Please keep an eye on the local press, 

our website and social media for event 

information. If you are interested in taking 

a stall, please be in touch. Likewise, if your 

organisation would like to put together a 

Corporate team to help with the setting up 

and taking down of the event, we would 

love to hear from you.

Please contact: 
Jemma Charlotte Field 
Estate Manager and Coordinator 
M: +44 (0)7781 106461 
E: emc@nationaltrust.gg

We look forward to seeing you in July,  

if not before.

By Sara Lampitt for Lé Viaër Marchi 

Organising Committee 

M: +44 (0)7781 165430 

E: admin@nationaltrust.gg

We fully expect a plethora of Island events 
this summer, particularly from charities 
who, like us, have missed out on important 
fundraising events over the past year. 

Collectible and fine pieces are amongst 
the Bric-a-Brac Tables for 2021

https://nationaltrust.gg/
mailto:admin%40nationaltrust.gg?subject=
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News

Our Beautiful New Website
About 13 years ago, the Trust’s first presence on the web consisted of a two page site, with flickering 
Guernsey, German and French flags welcoming our real-time visitors and regular browsers. 

We have just launched our fifth amendment, 
not to be confused with anything of the stars 
and stripes variety, which includes great 
technological advances and eye-catching 
design, all brilliantly delivered by the team at 
Potting Shed. It brings us exactly to where we 
want to be, for you and worldwide visitors. It is 
hard to choose a favourite new feature, but the 
zoom in/out map feature at our properties and 
lands pages are quite thrilling.

Our social media pages (Instagram, Facebook 
and Twitter) enjoy hearty followings, mainly 
down to NTG staff being smartphone 
connected and able to share photos and news. 
Simple as it sounds, that long term aim was 
quite a mountain to climb and is now happening 
with rewarding results. We are working with 
Potting Shed to publish branded posts across 
all social media platforms, the first of which are 
being planned for the opening of our public 
properties in early April. 

Despite being limited with public engagement 
this year, we are constantly amazed by the 
detail that people around the world pick up and 
share from our social media pages, particularly 
Instagram. And so, even in these strange times, 
our relatively small heritage places definitely 
feel visited and appreciated by a worldwide 
following. 

As always, all roads lead back to our Rome and 
our beautiful new website remains the first port 
of call for all information. We hope you enjoy 
browsing, playing around with some of the new 
functions and, of course, learning more about 
the Trust.

 nationaltrust.gg

 @nationaltrustguernsey

 @nationaltrustofguernsey

 @NTGuernsey

https://nationaltrust.gg/
https://nationaltrust.gg/
https://www.facebook.com/nationaltrustguernsey/
https://www.instagram.com/nationaltrustofguernsey/
https://twitter.com/NTGuernsey
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News

Your 
Membership 
Benefits Just 
Expanded

Home 
New discounts for Members
We are pleased to announce 10% booking 
discounts for Members and Corporate 
Members at Fermain Tower. 

Regrettably this cannot be combined with 
a 10% discount for repeat bookings unless 
you or your Corporation have Donor status*. 
Membership details will be needed at the  
time of booking.

Existing discounts

• 10% discount for repeat bookings at  
Fermain Tower (*see above).

• 10% discount for Members booking  
Les Caches Farm or the Courtyard at  
the Folk and Costume Museum

• 20% discount for Corporate Members at 
both of the above.

Membership details will be needed at the time 
of booking. Fermain Tower is very well booked 
for 2021 going into 2022. Les Caches Farm 
dates are filling up too, so please book early  
to avoid disappointment.

To view all properties available to hire please 
visit www.nationaltrust.gg/holiday-and-hire

Sunrise at Fermain ©Jemma Field 
for National Trust of Guernsey

Entertain in beautiful heritage 
surroundings with nearby parking

Les Caches Farm provides a superb 
venue for most types of gatherings

https://nationaltrust.gg/
https://nationaltrust.gg/holiday-and-hire
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News

Away

Reciprocal Arrangements
Aren’t we all longing to travel to far flung places?

Good news – your list of places to visit with 
Reciprocal Arrangements includes new and 
fascinating heritage organisations all thanks to 
a great new partnership between International 
National Trusts Organisation and fellow 
Member organisations which includes the 
National Trust of Guernsey. 

One of the ways of strengthening what 
it means to be part of the INTO family is 
reciprocal visiting, and INTO has been working 
with the world’s heritage trusts to make your 
Membership of the National Trust of Guernsey 
go much further.

Villa Fogazzaro Roi entrusted to 
Fondoambiente Italy. Photo credit: Alamy

Your National Trust of 
Guernsey Membership card 
will act as your passport, 
opening doors and gates, 
porticos and porches at over a 
thousand amazing National 
Trust places around the world. 

https://nationaltrust.gg/
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News

Reciprocal 
Arrangements
Australia
National Trust of Western Australia  
www.nationaltrust.org.au/wa
National Trust of South Australia 
www.nationaltrust.org.au/sa
National Trust of Australia (Victoria)  
www.nationaltrust.org.au/vic
National Trust Tasmania  
www.nationaltrust.org.au/tas
National Trust of Australia  
(New South Wales)  
www.nationaltrust.org.au/nsw
National Trust of Australia (Queensland)  
www.nationaltrustqld.org.au

Rest of the World
Belgium www.herita.be
Bermuda www.bnt.bm
Canada www.nationaltrustcanada.ca
Cayman Islands www.nationaltrust.org.ky
Czech Republic www.czechnationaltrust.org
Germany www.kulturerbebayern.de
Ireland www.antaisce.org
Isle of Man www.manxnationalheritage.im
Italy https://fondoambiente.it
Jersey www.nationaltrust.je
Malaysia www.badanwarisanmalaysia.org
Malta www.dinlarthelwa.org
Netherlands www.glk.nl
New Zealand www.heritage.org.nz
Romania www.propatrimonio.org
Scotland www.nts.org.uk
South Korea www.nationaltrust.or.kr
UK www.nationaltrust.org.uk
Zimbabwe https://ntoz.org

We are proud to say that we have joined the 
new ‘INTO Places’ scheme. Your National Trust 
of Guernsey Membership card will act as your 
passport, opening doors and gates, porticos 
and porches at over a thousand amazing 
National Trust places around the world. 

You can check the local visiting arrangements 
and information by visiting the INTO website 
www.into.org/places where you can access 
an interactive map that links directly to all the 
Trusts involved. Just show your National Trust 
of Guernsey member card to receive free* or 
discounted entry at sites operated by these 
partner organisations.

It is always advisable to check with each site 
for access and opening times, particularly 
during this unsettled period. If you have  
specific interests, please ask us and we will  

do our best to put you directly in touch with  
the organisation.

So, if you are an existing Member of the 
National Trust of Guernsey, you can enjoy  
this wonderful and highly advantageous  
new member benefit as soon as international 
travel opens once again.

Or if you live in Guernsey and would like to  
join the National Trust of Guernsey in order 
to enjoy this new benefit (along with many 
others) please complete our Membership  
form which is available to download on our 
website www.nationaltrust.gg/support

New sites as Members of INTO Places are listed 
below, in and amongst sites where Reciprocal 
Arrangements have existed for many years.

* Admission to special exhibits, tours and parking fees, if any, are typically NOT included in this offer.

https://nationaltrust.gg/
http://www.nationaltrust.org.au/wa
http://www.nationaltrust.org.au/sa
http://www.nationaltrust.org.au/vic
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http://www.nationaltrustqld.org.au
http://www.herita.be
http://www.bnt.bm
http://www.nationaltrustcanada.ca
http://www.nationaltrust.org.ky
http://www.czechnationaltrust.org
http://www.kulturerbebayern.de
http://www.antaisce.org
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https://fondoambiente.it
http://www.nationaltrust.je
http://www.badanwarisanmalaysia.org
http://www.dinlarthelwa.org
http://www.glk.nl
http://www.heritage.org.nz
http://www.propatrimonio.org
http://www.nts.org.uk
http://www.nationaltrust.or.kr
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk
https://ntoz.org
http://www.into.org/places
http://www.nationaltrust.gg/support


nationaltrust.gg 24

News

The National Trust of Guernsey has been a 
member of the International National Trusts 
Organisation (INTO) for a number of years 
now. Through INTO, the global family of 
National Trusts comes together to share  
ideas, resources and experiences. We work  
in partnership to grow the capacity of  
existing trusts and establish new ones in 
countries where they do not currently exist, 
and INTO gives us a platform to voice our 
shared concerns on global heritage issues.

Today, INTO has over eighty members. 
Although different in size, age and emphasis, 
these organisations all care about special 
places, protecting them for everyone and  
for ever. Together as INTO, they unite people  
in their concern for heritage, wherever it is  
in the world. 

We might call ourselves ‘National’ Trusts but 
in fact, conservation can’t be neatly parcelled 
up into national packages. Keeping alive our 
wonderful built, cultural and natural heritage 
for present and future generations depends  
on global co-operation.

We live in a complex, multi-dimensional and 
inter-dependent world. Things have changed  

a lot, even since INTO was established. 
Funding has reduced while development 
pressures have increased; the impacts of 
climate change become more real every  
year; and there are new challenges posed  
by migration and other societal trends.

So it’s wonderful to see people and 
organisations coming together under the 
INTO banner to support one another and to 
show solidarity. With international support, 
local empowerment and joined up working, 
we believe we can really make a difference. 

We look forward to welcoming you at one  
of our sites very soon!

Catherine Leonard, INTO Secretary General

It’s wonderful to see people and 
organisations coming together 
under the INTO banner to  
support one another and to  
show solidarity.

Ursi wooden church, Romania

A Little About INTO

https://nationaltrust.gg/
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News

Looking 
Forward

Folk and Costume Museum
7 Apr to 31 Oct (Closed 9 May) 
7 days a week: 10am - 5pm (last entry 4.15pm)

Adult: £6 | Student/Children 7-18: £3 
Children U7: FREE | National Trust (worldwide) 
and La Société Guernesiaise Members: FREE

How to find us: Saumarez Park, Castel, GY5 7UJ

Perry’s guide: 15G2 | Bus routes: 41 and 42.

Les Caches Farm
6 May to 30 Sep 
Wed - Sun: 10.30am - 12.30pm  
(Closed Mon and Tue)

Free entry - donations welcome

Les Caches Farm grounds and apple orchard 
are open all year, for public enjoyment, tours 
and event opportunities

How to find us: Les Villets, Forest, GY8 0HN

Perry’s guide: 28D4 | Bus routes: 11 and 91 
Alight from the Bus at the Airport or  
Forest Stores.

Lé Viaër Marchi at Saumarez Park
Monday 5 July 
5pm - sunset 

Adult entrance to Lé Viaër Marchi £6  
Children under the age of 15, accompanied  
by an adult: FREE

This hugely popular event and an important 
fundraiser for the Trust, heralds the start of the 
Guernsey Summer season.

The Victorian Shop and Parlour  
at 26 Cornet Street
13 Apr to 25 Sep 
Mon - Sat: 10am - 4pm

Free entry

How to find us: 26 Cornet Street, St. Peter Port, 
GY1 1LF

Perry’s guide: SPP 5L8-M9 | Bus routes: Any 
bus route ending at St Peter Port terminus.

https://nationaltrust.gg/
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Reciprocal 
Arrangements
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If you are planning to visit NTEWNI properties in the near future,  
we strongly recommend visiting www.nationaltrust.org.uk  
to check whether or not the property is open to the public. 

Mindful of prevailing travel difficulties in 
tandem with UK government guidelines for 
NTWENI staff and volunteers, we remain 
hopeful that Members will soon be able to visit 
and support National Trust properties in the 
United Kingdom.

Ever aware of the upkeep and maintenance 
costs of managing heritage sites, the NTG 
understands the modest charges being made, 
acknowledging, as it does, the huge benefit to 
its Members of free entry to the vast majority 
of NTEWNI properties beyond the car park. 
NTEWNI has asked us to let them know of any 
entry problems at specific sites and we rely 
on you, our Members, to keep us informed 
if this should be the case. When travelling, 
please take your NTG Membership card with 
you. NTEWNI has copies of the design, so you 
should be recognised as eligible for benefits 
under the reciprocal arrangements. Although 
our windscreen stickers remain available to 
show your valued support for NTG, they do not 
entitle Members to free parking.

For plans to visit heritage properties 
abroad, we strongly recommend visiting the 
organisation’s website ahead of a visit and to 
avoid disappointment.

For details of participating heritage 
organisations where NTG Members benefit 
from Reciprocal Arrangements, please refer to 
page 23 of this newsletter or visit our website: 
www.nationaltrust.gg/support

If you would prefer to receive a digital 
copy of The Trust Newsletter with 
Membership cards sent by post as usual, 
please be in touch with Jenny Gallie.

Replacement membership cards and car 
stickers can be obtained by contacting:  
Jenny Gallie, Membership Secretary 
E: membership@nationaltrust.gg 
M: +44 (0)7781 108805

https://nationaltrust.gg/
http://www.nationaltrust.gg/support
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This historic property and idyllic setting provides a  
delightful environment for gatherings for up to 100 people,  
with opportunities also to enjoy the grounds at Les Caches Farm.

The only traditional Guernsey farmhouse 

and outbuildings available for hire sits 

amidst meadows in the quiet hamlet of  

Les Villets, Forest. The farmhouse consists 

of two rooms, over two floors, each 

running the length of the building. The first 

floor of the farmhouse, with a fine vaulted 

ceiling, accommodates up to sixty people. 

The ground floor, with fireplaces at each 

end, opens out onto a gravelled courtyard, 

with access to The Walter Langlois Barn 

and surrounding land.

Rates and Availability

The property and surrounding grounds are 

available for a variety of events. Hourly hire 

rates range from £30 per hour to £80 per 

hour. For more detailed information, types 

of events and special conditions, please 

see our website: www.nationaltrust.gg/
places/les-caches-farm

To arrange a visit and learn more please 
contact: Jemma Charlotte Field,  
Estate Manager and Coordinator  
E: emc@nationaltrust.gg | M: 07781 106461

Les Caches Farm
Available for events

https://nationaltrust.gg/
https://nationaltrust.gg/places/les-caches-farm
https://nationaltrust.gg/places/les-caches-farm
mailto:emc%40nationaltrust.gg?subject=
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The National Trust of Guernsey is a registered charity no. CH123 and a member of the Association of Guernsey 
Charities no. 107 | Registered address: 26 Cornet Street, St. Peter Port, Guernsey GY1 1LF | NTG is a member of  
INTO (International National Trusts Organisation)

See more world 
heritage more easily

National Trust of Guernsey Members enjoy free entry 

to all National Trust properties in England, Wales and 

Northern Ireland. Parking charges will apply. Membership 

is your chance to support us and enjoy some of the 

world’s finest heritage properties and places.

Membership from £25 pa

https://nationaltrust.gg/

